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INTRODUCTION

 

Around nine million people are the subject of criminal justice proceedings every year in the EU. A 

significant share of them are not found guilty at the end of the proceedings or are convicted and 

sentenced to non-custodial sanctions. All of these people, 

in their communities and are expected to continue living in the same way as before the criminal 

proceedings. 

Despite the obligation of criminal justice authorities to observe the presumption of innocence, 

suspects and accused are usually subjected to certain restrictions and consequences in the course of 

the proceedings, which affect their personal or social lives. All of these restrictions, despite having 

their legitimate purposes (to facilitate the investigation, t

protect the victim), practically place those, on which they are applied, in an unequal position 

compared to other members of the society.

This impact of criminal proceedings on the suspects and accused is often negl

justice authorities, who tend to focus on the progress and outcome of the investigation rather than 

on its harmful effect on the suspects and accused. However, this effect may have long

implications after the proceedings are over

accused to recover, especially if no imprisonment is involved and the person remains in his/her usual 

social environment. 

This handbook is composed of two main parts. The first one presents, in a brief and systematic 

manner, the most common negative consequences of criminal proceedings for suspects and 

accused. It reviews, in separate chapters, the main factors that shape peo

lives (family, work, education, social environment, etc.), explaining both their relevance for the 

personal and social development of the individual and the way in which the criminal proceedings can 

affect them. To link theory and 

selected from the relevant case law. In each chapter, there are summaries of two court decisions: 

one, in which the respective factor was taken into account by the competent criminal ju
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personal and social development of the individual and the way in which the criminal proceedings can 

practice, the handbook also includes short descriptions of real cases 

selected from the relevant case law. In each chapter, there are summaries of two court decisions: 

one, in which the respective factor was taken into account by the competent criminal ju
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significant share of them are not found guilty at the end of the proceedings or are convicted and 

whether finally convicted or not, remain 
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nd accused are usually subjected to certain restrictions and consequences in the course of 

the proceedings, which affect their personal or social lives. All of these restrictions, despite having 

o prevent absconding or re-offending, to 

protect the victim), practically place those, on which they are applied, in an unequal position 

ected by the criminal 

justice authorities, who tend to focus on the progress and outcome of the investigation rather than 

on its harmful effect on the suspects and accused. However, this effect may have long-term 

and, in some cases, it may take years for the suspect or 

accused to recover, especially if no imprisonment is involved and the person remains in his/her usual 

This handbook is composed of two main parts. The first one presents, in a brief and systematic 

manner, the most common negative consequences of criminal proceedings for suspects and 

ple’s personal and social 

lives (family, work, education, social environment, etc.), explaining both their relevance for the 

personal and social development of the individual and the way in which the criminal proceedings can 

practice, the handbook also includes short descriptions of real cases 

selected from the relevant case law. In each chapter, there are summaries of two court decisions: 

one, in which the respective factor was taken into account by the competent criminal justice 



authority, and one, in which it was disregarded. Finally, for each chapter there is a list of references 

to additional reading materials that offer a more in-depth analysis of the topic. 

The second part of the handbook offers a questionnaire assessing the impact of criminal proceedings 

on the personal and social situation of the suspect or accused. The questionnaire is intended for 

criminal justice authorities, which are authorised to take decisions directly affecting the situation of 

the suspect or accused. Its purpose is to enable these authorities, before making such a decision, to 

assess its potential effect on the life of the accused. Questions are selected and formulated in a way 

that will make it as easy as possible for the authority to answer them, complete the questionnaire 

and calculate and interpret the result. 

Overall, the handbook is designed to help criminal justice authorities observe the presumption of 

innocence in criminal proceedings by offering synthesised information about the impact of criminal 

proceedings on suspects and accused and an easy to use tool for its assessment in practice. 

 

 

  



FAMILY 

 

 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN

The suspect’s or accused’s family is 

marriage or adoption, and has 

family may include the person’s 

extended family may include the

in-law. The suspect or accused can have different relationship

He/she may live together with some of them and maintain regular contacts with others. 

 

 
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT

The family is considered akey influence in an individual’s life, introducing relationships that teach 

respect, trust, support, and other 

strong family structure allows positive development and the understanding 

another, as with a child depending on their parent or older sibling

is an important source of motivation, trust, respect, support, and can ensure positive learning and 

growth. Of additional importance of

could allow the suspect or accused to not only feel included, but also foster responsibility for his/her 

actions. 

 

HAT DOES IT MEAN? 

family is the group of people with whom he/she is 

 a shared commitment to the mutual relationship. The immediate 

the person’s spouse, parents, brothers, sisters, sons and daughters. 

thegrandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, nephews, nieces, and si

The suspect or accused can have different relationships with the members of his/her family. 

live together with some of them and maintain regular contacts with others. 

HY IS IT IMPORTANT? 

influence in an individual’s life, introducing relationships that teach 

respect, trust, support, and other core values. For the family members of the suspect or accused, a 

strong family structure allows positive development and the understanding 

another, as with a child depending on their parent or older sibling. For the suspect or accused, family 

is an important source of motivation, trust, respect, support, and can ensure positive learning and 

Of additional importance of a family structure is the sense of belonging that it provides. This 

could allow the suspect or accused to not only feel included, but also foster responsibility for his/her 

 

with whom he/she is related by blood, 

a shared commitment to the mutual relationship. The immediate 

spouse, parents, brothers, sisters, sons and daughters. The 

grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, nephews, nieces, and siblings-

with the members of his/her family. 

live together with some of them and maintain regular contacts with others.  

influence in an individual’s life, introducing relationships that teach 

For the family members of the suspect or accused, a 

strong family structure allows positive development and the understanding of reliance on one 

. For the suspect or accused, family 

is an important source of motivation, trust, respect, support, and can ensure positive learning and 

is the sense of belonging that it provides. This 

could allow the suspect or accused to not only feel included, but also foster responsibility for his/her 



 
HOW CAN CRIMINAL PROC

Criminal proceedings can have a ser

estrangement between partners, separation, divorce and broken family ties

consequences of criminal prosecution

Members of the defendant’s family

questioned as witnesses, asked 

hearings. Family members are also the ones that have to deal with the defendant’s emotional 

condition, which can worsen in th

The restrictive measures, imposed on the suspect or accused 

have a negative impact on his/her 

communicating with his/her family,

is detained in custody, in which case any contacts between him/her and his/her family 

possibleif they take place in full 

Contacts with detainees (visits, phone calls, correspondence) are usually 

restrictions in terms of time and duration

visitors to travel, the visiting hours

restrictive access rules specifying

additional factors that might discourage 

regularly.  

Apart from detention, other measures

movement, may also have an impact on

the suspect or accused would need 

locations. Apermission would also be needed

live outside his/her home or place of residence. 

Measures restricting the freedom of movement

personally take part in some activities within the family

usual division of responsibilities 

previously performed by the defendant

movement is not restricted. 

Even the least restrictive measures, like electronic monitoring or the obligation to regularly report to 

a police station, can affect the defenda

 

 
WHAT DO YOU NEED TO C

• How big is the suspect’s or accused

• Which are the family members with whom the suspect or accused lives 

• Which are the family members 

• Which are the family members with whom the sus

means of communication? 

• What are the responsibilities of the suspect or accused within his/her family?

• How frequently does the suspect or

• To what extent will the measures

proceedings, affect his/her relation

OW CAN CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS AFFECT IT? 

riminal proceedings can have a serious impact on the suspect’s or accused’s 

estrangement between partners, separation, divorce and broken family ties are often 

of criminal prosecution. 

Members of the defendant’s family may getdirectly involved in the proceedings

 to participate in certain investigative actions or summoned to court 

Family members are also the ones that have to deal with the defendant’s emotional 

condition, which can worsen in the course of the proceedings. 

imposed on the suspect or accused as part of the proceedings

have a negative impact on his/her family ties. The way, in which the defendant 

with his/her family, may be disrupted. This is particularly relevant when the 

in which case any contacts between him/her and his/her family 

full compliance with the applicable rules and procedures of detention. 

Contacts with detainees (visits, phone calls, correspondence) are usually 

in terms of time and duration. The remote location of the place of detention

hours that might coincide with the visitors’ working time,

specifying, for example, a maximum number of visitors per detainee,

might discourage or even preventsome family members to visit 

ther measures, which somehow affect the defendant’s free

have an impact on his/her family. If placed under house arrest or 

the suspect or accused would need a permission to accompany his/her family when 

would also be needed, if the defendant wants to visit family members

place of residence.  

restricting the freedom of movementoften deprive the defendant from 

personally take part in some activities within the family. This in turn can lead to a change of the 

ponsibilities among the family membersand thetransfer of

ly performed by the defendant to other members of his/her family, whose freedom of 

Even the least restrictive measures, like electronic monitoring or the obligation to regularly report to 

a police station, can affect the defendant’s family and disturb his/her family ties. 

HAT DO YOU NEED TO CHECK? 

How big is the suspect’s or accused’s immediate family? 

Which are the family members with whom the suspect or accused lives together

e the family members whom the suspect or accused regularly meets?

Which are the family members with whom the suspect or accused oftentalks

What are the responsibilities of the suspect or accused within his/her family?

How frequently does the suspect or accused communicate with these family members?

will the measures, which will be applied on the suspect or accused during the

affect his/her relations with the family? 

accused’s family. Distrust and 

are often reported as 

in the proceedings. They canbe 

investigative actions or summoned to court 

Family members are also the ones that have to deal with the defendant’s emotional 

of the proceedings, can also 

The way, in which the defendant is used to 

This is particularly relevant when the person 

in which case any contacts between him/her and his/her family will only be 

rules and procedures of detention. 

Contacts with detainees (visits, phone calls, correspondence) are usually subject toserious 

location of the place of detention requiring 

might coincide with the visitors’ working time, and the 

maximum number of visitors per detainee,are 

family members to visit the defendant 

the defendant’s freedom of 

If placed under house arrest or a travel ban, 

when they visitcertain 

family members,who 

often deprive the defendant from the opportunity to 

lead to a change of the 

and thetransfer of some of the tasks 

, whose freedom of 

Even the least restrictive measures, like electronic monitoring or the obligation to regularly report to 

nt’s family and disturb his/her family ties.  

together? 

or accused regularly meets? 

talksby phone or other 

What are the responsibilities of the suspect or accused within his/her family? 

with these family members? 

t or accused during the 



 

 
WHAT DOES THE COURT S

 

An individual 

possession. During the inquiry procedure, he was set free with a restriction 

measure, banning him from leaving the country

application before the Council of Appeals requesting that the ban be lif

because he wanted to visit his wife and their children who were living 

abroad. Given that his case had not been examined by the Courts in five 

years and that the individual was a foreign national, the Court decided to lift 

the ban and replace it with bail. It also decided to suspend the obligation to appear before a 

police station for a period of three months, so that he may visit his family abroad.

 

A man was accused of fraud

after three months

applied for another change

allow him to better take care of his family.

girlfriend and their small child and his girlfrien

second child

advised her to stay in bed, the defendant was the only 

care of the family (take the child to 

not able to do so, because he was not allowed to leave

defendant was also concerned 

hospital for the birth of their child

girlfriend was already pregnant when the alleged offence was committed, but this fact had not 

prevented him from getting involved in it

 

 
ADDITIONAL READING

Schönteich, M. (2014), Presumption of Guilt: The Global Overuse of Pretrial Detention, Open Society 

Institute, New York, available at

guilt-09032014.pdf 

Collins, M., Leib, E., Markel, D. (2009)

Family Ties, Oxford University Press

Finney Hairston, C., Rollin, J., Jo, H. (2004)

Community Reentry, Jane Addams Center for Social Po

atwww.researchgate.net/publication/237631140_Family_Connections_During_Imprisonment_and_

Prisoners'_Community_Reentry 

Finney Hairston, C. (1991), Family Ties During Imprisonment: Important to Whom and For 

What?,Volume 18, Issue 1, 

athttps://scholarworks.wmich.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1970&context=jssw

HAT DOES THE COURT SAY? 

An individual was arrested for the crime of receiving drugs and drug 

possession. During the inquiry procedure, he was set free with a restriction 

measure, banning him from leaving the country. The accused filed an 

application before the Council of Appeals requesting that the ban be lif

because he wanted to visit his wife and their children who were living 

abroad. Given that his case had not been examined by the Courts in five 

years and that the individual was a foreign national, the Court decided to lift 

ail. It also decided to suspend the obligation to appear before a 

police station for a period of three months, so that he may visit his family abroad.

A man was accused of fraud and placed in detention, which was replaced 

after three months with house arrest. Two months later

for another change, asking for a more lenient measure

allow him to better take care of his family. The defendant was living with his 

girlfriend and their small child and his girlfriend was pregnant with their 

second child. Since the woman was not feeling well and 

advised her to stay in bed, the defendant was the only onewho could

child to kindergarten or go to the pharmacy or the grocery

not able to do so, because he was not allowed to leave their home without permission

that he would not be allowed to accompany his girlfriend to the 

al for the birth of their child.The court dismissed the defendant’s request

girlfriend was already pregnant when the alleged offence was committed, but this fact had not 

nvolved in it. 

DDITIONAL READING 

, M. (2014), Presumption of Guilt: The Global Overuse of Pretrial Detention, Open Society 

stitute, New York, available atwww.opensocietyfoundations.org/sites/default/files/presumption

(2009), Privilege or Punishment: Criminal Justice and the Challenge of 

Family Ties, Oxford University Press 

Jo, H. (2004), Family Connections During Imprisonment and Prisoners’ 

Community Reentry, Jane Addams Center for Social Policy and Research, available 

www.researchgate.net/publication/237631140_Family_Connections_During_Imprisonment_and_

 

Finney Hairston, C. (1991), Family Ties During Imprisonment: Important to Whom and For 

Volume 18, Issue 1, The Journal of Sociology and Social Welfare,

https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1970&context=jssw

the crime of receiving drugs and drug 

possession. During the inquiry procedure, he was set free with a restriction 

. The accused filed an 

application before the Council of Appeals requesting that the ban be lifted 

because he wanted to visit his wife and their children who were living 

abroad. Given that his case had not been examined by the Courts in five 

years and that the individual was a foreign national, the Court decided to lift 

ail. It also decided to suspend the obligation to appear before a 

police station for a period of three months, so that he may visit his family abroad. 

and placed in detention, which was replaced 

later, the defendant 

, asking for a more lenient measure, which would 

was living with his 

regnant with their 

. Since the woman was not feeling well and herdoctor had 

onewho could take 

or the grocery), but was 

without permission. The 

accompany his girlfriend to the 

request,stating that his 

girlfriend was already pregnant when the alleged offence was committed, but this fact had not 
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Family Connections During Imprisonment and Prisoners’ 
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HOME 

 

 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN

The home can be defined as the place where the suspect or accused lives, in terms of a village, city, 

or country, or his/her permanent residency in terms of a house, apartment, trailer park, or other 

form of shelter. Alternatively, it may be understood as 

either a member of a family or lives independently. As such, it could be seen as a psychical location 

or a broader philosophical concept of a place, which provides the suspect or accused with a sense of 

comfort, support, and escape, or a place to relax. 

 

 
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT

The importance of the home is multi

illegal act, a suspect or accused prior to trial, or a suspect or accused following 

these cases, the home may have a direct effect on the individuals’ life, which may positively or 

negatively affect their behaviour and therefore likelihood of involvement in the criminal justice 

system. As such, the home may provide c

reflection to promote personal growth and development. Alternatively, it may be a source of 

negative emotions if located in bad neighbourhoods, surrounding negatively influential people, and 

can also be affected by factors such as domestic violence or abandonment, for example. Thus, the 

home can affect an individual’s physical and psychological wellbeing, which may directly correlate to 

behaviour prior to criminality, or following criminality and p

HAT DOES IT MEAN? 

The home can be defined as the place where the suspect or accused lives, in terms of a village, city, 

or country, or his/her permanent residency in terms of a house, apartment, trailer park, or other 

form of shelter. Alternatively, it may be understood as a household setting in which an individual is 

either a member of a family or lives independently. As such, it could be seen as a psychical location 

or a broader philosophical concept of a place, which provides the suspect or accused with a sense of 

, support, and escape, or a place to relax.  

HY IS IT IMPORTANT? 

The importance of the home is multi-faceted when considering an individual prior to committing an 

illegal act, a suspect or accused prior to trial, or a suspect or accused following 

these cases, the home may have a direct effect on the individuals’ life, which may positively or 

negatively affect their behaviour and therefore likelihood of involvement in the criminal justice 

system. As such, the home may provide comfort, support, an escape or place to relax, practice self

reflection to promote personal growth and development. Alternatively, it may be a source of 

negative emotions if located in bad neighbourhoods, surrounding negatively influential people, and 

lso be affected by factors such as domestic violence or abandonment, for example. Thus, the 

home can affect an individual’s physical and psychological wellbeing, which may directly correlate to 

behaviour prior to criminality, or following criminality and possible reintegration.

 

The home can be defined as the place where the suspect or accused lives, in terms of a village, city, 

or country, or his/her permanent residency in terms of a house, apartment, trailer park, or other 

a household setting in which an individual is 

either a member of a family or lives independently. As such, it could be seen as a psychical location 

or a broader philosophical concept of a place, which provides the suspect or accused with a sense of 

faceted when considering an individual prior to committing an 

illegal act, a suspect or accused prior to trial, or a suspect or accused following incarceration. In all 

these cases, the home may have a direct effect on the individuals’ life, which may positively or 

negatively affect their behaviour and therefore likelihood of involvement in the criminal justice 

omfort, support, an escape or place to relax, practice self-

reflection to promote personal growth and development. Alternatively, it may be a source of 

negative emotions if located in bad neighbourhoods, surrounding negatively influential people, and 

lso be affected by factors such as domestic violence or abandonment, for example. Thus, the 

home can affect an individual’s physical and psychological wellbeing, which may directly correlate to 

ossible reintegration. 



 
HOW CAN CRIMINAL PROC

Like with the suspect or accused’s family, criminal proceedings can greatly affect the home of such 

an individual. In terms of the emotional security that such a place provides, criminal pro

could affect the behaviour and emotions of the individual, which may have a directly negative effect 

on the relationships with others in the household, resulting in a ‘broken home’ scenario which 

affects psychological wellbeing and behaviour. 

The most serious impact on the accused's links with his/her home is detention. Upon detention, the 

defendant is totally deprived of the opportunity to live in, visit or take care of his/her own home. 

When a person is detained, all activities related to the ma

to be taken by other persons. These might be the other persons living in the same place or third 

parties if the accused lives alone. In some cases, prolonged detention may also entail additional 

costs for the accused in connection with the maintenance of the accommodation, especially if there 

are no other persons living there in that period. If the accommodation remains uninhabitable for a 

long period of time, there is also the danger that it will become an object of 

Criminal proceedings may lead to the suspect’s or accused’s risk of losing his/her home. This is 

particularly relevant for persons, who do not own the property where they live, but are 

accommodated there on a certain legal basis. In such cases, cri

suspect or accused from fulfilling certain obligations, which in turn can disqualify them as legitimate 

users of the accommodation. For example, if the suspect or accused is a student living in a student 

hostel, or an employee using accommodation provided by the employer, but has to interrupt his/her 

education or leave his/her job as a consequence of the proceedings, he/she will also lose his/her 

right to live in the respective housing. If a person lives in public or social

proceedings against him/her can make them ineligible for such housing. Similarly, if the person lives 

on rent, the proceedings against him/her may be the reason for the termination of the rental 

contract. If the defendant's home is m

to repay regularly his/her debt, this can also lead to the loss of the accommodation.

Alternatively, criminal proceedings could affect the suspect or accused’s ability to obtain housing 

and create a home because of various factors. Among these are financial insecurities leading to the 

inability to afford a home, only being able to afford a home in bad neighbourhoods, which 

additionally contributes to the individual’s difficulty of escaping crimi

face a lack of basic comforts such as furniture, may face eviction due to discrimination and bias or 

financial insecurity, and may be faced with homelessness. 

 

 
WHAT DO YOU NEED TO C

• Where does the suspect or accused 

• Does the suspect or accused live alone or with other people? Who are these people?

• Does the suspect or accused own the place where he/she lives? If no, on what legal grounds 

does he/she live there? 

• What are the suspect’s or accused’s responsibilities in relation to his/her home and are they 

shared with other persons? 

• Will the suspect or accused be able to live in his/her home during the criminal proceedings? If 

no, will he/she be able to visit his/h

• What are the chances of the suspect or accused losing his/her home as a consequence of the 

criminal proceedings? 

OW CAN CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS AFFECT IT? 

Like with the suspect or accused’s family, criminal proceedings can greatly affect the home of such 

an individual. In terms of the emotional security that such a place provides, criminal pro

could affect the behaviour and emotions of the individual, which may have a directly negative effect 

on the relationships with others in the household, resulting in a ‘broken home’ scenario which 

affects psychological wellbeing and behaviour.  

most serious impact on the accused's links with his/her home is detention. Upon detention, the 

defendant is totally deprived of the opportunity to live in, visit or take care of his/her own home. 

When a person is detained, all activities related to the maintenance of his/her accommodation need 

to be taken by other persons. These might be the other persons living in the same place or third 

parties if the accused lives alone. In some cases, prolonged detention may also entail additional 

in connection with the maintenance of the accommodation, especially if there 

are no other persons living there in that period. If the accommodation remains uninhabitable for a 

long period of time, there is also the danger that it will become an object of attack.

Criminal proceedings may lead to the suspect’s or accused’s risk of losing his/her home. This is 

particularly relevant for persons, who do not own the property where they live, but are 

accommodated there on a certain legal basis. In such cases, criminal prosecution can prevent the 

suspect or accused from fulfilling certain obligations, which in turn can disqualify them as legitimate 

users of the accommodation. For example, if the suspect or accused is a student living in a student 

oyee using accommodation provided by the employer, but has to interrupt his/her 

education or leave his/her job as a consequence of the proceedings, he/she will also lose his/her 

right to live in the respective housing. If a person lives in public or social housing, the criminal 

proceedings against him/her can make them ineligible for such housing. Similarly, if the person lives 

on rent, the proceedings against him/her may be the reason for the termination of the rental 

contract. If the defendant's home is mortgaged and the criminal proceedings obstruct his/her ability 

to repay regularly his/her debt, this can also lead to the loss of the accommodation.

Alternatively, criminal proceedings could affect the suspect or accused’s ability to obtain housing 

ate a home because of various factors. Among these are financial insecurities leading to the 

inability to afford a home, only being able to afford a home in bad neighbourhoods, which 

additionally contributes to the individual’s difficulty of escaping criminality. Moreover, he/she could 

face a lack of basic comforts such as furniture, may face eviction due to discrimination and bias or 

financial insecurity, and may be faced with homelessness.  

HAT DO YOU NEED TO CHECK? 

Where does the suspect or accused currently live? 

Does the suspect or accused live alone or with other people? Who are these people?

Does the suspect or accused own the place where he/she lives? If no, on what legal grounds 

What are the suspect’s or accused’s responsibilities in relation to his/her home and are they 

 

Will the suspect or accused be able to live in his/her home during the criminal proceedings? If 

no, will he/she be able to visit his/her home during the proceedings? 

What are the chances of the suspect or accused losing his/her home as a consequence of the 

Like with the suspect or accused’s family, criminal proceedings can greatly affect the home of such 

an individual. In terms of the emotional security that such a place provides, criminal proceedings 

could affect the behaviour and emotions of the individual, which may have a directly negative effect 

on the relationships with others in the household, resulting in a ‘broken home’ scenario which 

most serious impact on the accused's links with his/her home is detention. Upon detention, the 

defendant is totally deprived of the opportunity to live in, visit or take care of his/her own home. 

intenance of his/her accommodation need 

to be taken by other persons. These might be the other persons living in the same place or third 

parties if the accused lives alone. In some cases, prolonged detention may also entail additional 

in connection with the maintenance of the accommodation, especially if there 

are no other persons living there in that period. If the accommodation remains uninhabitable for a 

attack. 

Criminal proceedings may lead to the suspect’s or accused’s risk of losing his/her home. This is 

particularly relevant for persons, who do not own the property where they live, but are 

minal prosecution can prevent the 

suspect or accused from fulfilling certain obligations, which in turn can disqualify them as legitimate 

users of the accommodation. For example, if the suspect or accused is a student living in a student 

oyee using accommodation provided by the employer, but has to interrupt his/her 

education or leave his/her job as a consequence of the proceedings, he/she will also lose his/her 

housing, the criminal 

proceedings against him/her can make them ineligible for such housing. Similarly, if the person lives 

on rent, the proceedings against him/her may be the reason for the termination of the rental 

ortgaged and the criminal proceedings obstruct his/her ability 

to repay regularly his/her debt, this can also lead to the loss of the accommodation. 

Alternatively, criminal proceedings could affect the suspect or accused’s ability to obtain housing 

ate a home because of various factors. Among these are financial insecurities leading to the 

inability to afford a home, only being able to afford a home in bad neighbourhoods, which 

nality. Moreover, he/she could 

face a lack of basic comforts such as furniture, may face eviction due to discrimination and bias or 

Does the suspect or accused live alone or with other people? Who are these people? 

Does the suspect or accused own the place where he/she lives? If no, on what legal grounds 

What are the suspect’s or accused’s responsibilities in relation to his/her home and are they 

Will the suspect or accused be able to live in his/her home during the criminal proceedings? If 

What are the chances of the suspect or accused losing his/her home as a consequence of the 



 
WHAT DOES THE COURT S

 

An individual was apprehended for the felony of embezzlement. Following 

his plea before the inquiry officer, the

detention, given that he had no known address and was considered a flight 

risk. The accused filed a petition before the Appeals Council claiming that the 

measure was disproportionate and that the inquiry officer failed to take into 

account the fact that he had proved with a number of documents that he 

had a permanent and known resid

agreed and replaced the pre-trial detention measure with an obligation to pay a bail of 1.500

within 10 days from the publication of its decision. 

was enough to ensure the accused’s presence at his trial. 

 

Three third

felonies of illegal entry, trafficking and accepting criminal products

filed an application to have their pre

known residence in the country and therefore could be found at all times. 

The Council denied their petition based on the fact that they had submitted 

unreliable or fals

official documents which proved that they were renting property in the 

country. They also did not provide any proof of employment such as affidavits from their 

employers and evidence that they had s

Prosecutor’s opinion that the case was part of a pattern exhibited by third

would declare a fake address in order to avoid pre

skipping their trial.  
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detention, given that he had no known address and was considered a flight 

. The accused filed a petition before the Appeals Council claiming that the 

measure was disproportionate and that the inquiry officer failed to take into 

account the fact that he had proved with a number of documents that he 

had a permanent and known residence. The Council that examined the case 

trial detention measure with an obligation to pay a bail of 1.500

the publication of its decision. It found that the restriction measure of a bail 

re the accused’s presence at his trial.  

Three third-country nationals were placed under pre-trial detention for 

of illegal entry, trafficking and accepting criminal products

filed an application to have their pre-trial detention lifted because they had a 

known residence in the country and therefore could be found at all times. 

The Council denied their petition based on the fact that they had submitted 

unreliable or false documents to the authorities. They had failed to submit 

official documents which proved that they were renting property in the 

country. They also did not provide any proof of employment such as affidavits from their 

employers and evidence that they had social security or insurance. The Council agreed with the 

Prosecutor’s opinion that the case was part of a pattern exhibited by third-country nationals: they 

would declare a fake address in order to avoid pre-trial detention and then flee the country, 
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COMMUNITY

 

 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN

Community is the group of people forming a social unit, who live in the same place or who share a 

common characteristic. These could include shared norms or values, religion, or identity, for 

example. Moreover, the community acts to facilitate social cohes

mechanism of accountability, whereby members are held to account for their actions which further 

promotes a sense of cohesion and trust. Importantly, the community, with its location and 

members, can also be very influential on an

a good community support structure and positive surrounding environment will be a deterrent to 

criminal behaviour, as opposed to neighbourhoods with a prevalent criminal culture. 

 

 
WHY IS IT IMPOR

Like with family and home, the importance of community lies with its potential to influence an 

individual’s behaviour. Positively, community may provide support, unity, a sense of belonging, 

general social inclusion, and can teach responsibility thr

community structure who may not share a direct relationship with an individual. Contrastingly, the 

opposite would be true in a negative community setting. An additional factor of importance is the 
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COMMUNITY 

HAT DOES IT MEAN? 

Community is the group of people forming a social unit, who live in the same place or who share a 

common characteristic. These could include shared norms or values, religion, or identity, for 

example. Moreover, the community acts to facilitate social cohesion, and can be seen as a 

mechanism of accountability, whereby members are held to account for their actions which further 

promotes a sense of cohesion and trust. Importantly, the community, with its location and 

members, can also be very influential on an individual’s behaviour and the culture or crime. Namely, 

a good community support structure and positive surrounding environment will be a deterrent to 

criminal behaviour, as opposed to neighbourhoods with a prevalent criminal culture. 

HY IS IT IMPORTANT? 

Like with family and home, the importance of community lies with its potential to influence an 

individual’s behaviour. Positively, community may provide support, unity, a sense of belonging, 

general social inclusion, and can teach responsibility through the care for members within this 

community structure who may not share a direct relationship with an individual. Contrastingly, the 

opposite would be true in a negative community setting. An additional factor of importance is the 

t/publication/321478569_Criminality_of_Place_Crime_Generators_and_Crime
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common characteristic. These could include shared norms or values, religion, or identity, for 

ion, and can be seen as a 

mechanism of accountability, whereby members are held to account for their actions which further 

promotes a sense of cohesion and trust. Importantly, the community, with its location and 

individual’s behaviour and the culture or crime. Namely, 

a good community support structure and positive surrounding environment will be a deterrent to 

criminal behaviour, as opposed to neighbourhoods with a prevalent criminal culture.  

Like with family and home, the importance of community lies with its potential to influence an 

individual’s behaviour. Positively, community may provide support, unity, a sense of belonging, 

ough the care for members within this 

community structure who may not share a direct relationship with an individual. Contrastingly, the 

opposite would be true in a negative community setting. An additional factor of importance is the 



idea that the community may serve as a mechanism supporting community

an alternative to incarceration. Thereby, forms of restorative justice, for example, provide an 

increasingly positive atmosphere for development and rehabilitation.

 
HOW CAN CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS

Due to the influential nature of the community, criminal proceedings also have an effect on how the 

community perceives an individual who is a suspect or accused. 

light any criminal behaviour of a suspect or accused, which could lead to judgment and 

discrimination from the community, thereby possibly leading to social exclusion, depression, and 

even potential recidivism. This would

strong and positive community background.

to support the suspect or accused through their rehabilitation process, particularly if community

based justice is in place as an alternative to incarceration

The impact of criminal prosecution on the suspect’s or accused’s relations within the community 

mostly depends on the extent to which the community is aware of the criminal proceedings against 

him/her. Apart from the cases, where information is disclosed through the 

channels through which the community 

for example, when the police or the investigative authorities visi

the other persons around (neighbours, colleagues) about the aim of their visit, especially if the 

suspect or accused is not informed in advance about their visit and is not there to meet them. 

many such cases, the police can 

persons present or place a note within the premises where everyone can see it. 

communications contain enough information to conclude that the person 

criminal proceedings.  

The effect on the community is even stronger when the person is detained in the presence of other 

people. There are many case where suspects or accused are arrested at their workplace or another 

public place in the presence of neighbours, colleagues or other persons that know them.

Persons from the suspect’s or accused’s community can also learn about the criminal proceedings as 

a consequence of their direct involvement in the investigation, if they are questioned as witness

asked to take part in other investigative actions. The prolonged absence of the accused without a 

good reason can also cause suspicion among colleagues, neighbours or other people with whom 

he/she normally communicates.

The usual effect of criminal p

community is damaged reputation,

consequences, however, often affect

including children, who may become

neighbours, colleagues or classmates. In some extreme cases, the 

family may even be forced to leave, temporarily or permanently, their place of residence 

disrespectful treatment from the community.

 

 WHAT DO YOU NEED TO C

• Where does the suspect or accused reside? 

• How influential does the community 

• Does the suspect or accused show signs of strong ties to his/her community?

• Does the suspect or accused perceive themselves as a member of his/her community?

ty may serve as a mechanism supporting community-based justice systems as 

an alternative to incarceration. Thereby, forms of restorative justice, for example, provide an 

increasingly positive atmosphere for development and rehabilitation. 

CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS AFFECT IT? 

Due to the influential nature of the community, criminal proceedings also have an effect on how the 

community perceives an individual who is a suspect or accused. Criminal proceedings would bring to 

light any criminal behaviour of a suspect or accused, which could lead to judgment and 

discrimination from the community, thereby possibly leading to social exclusion, depression, and 

potential recidivism. This would especially be the case if the suspect or accused comes from a 

positive community background.At the same time, the community may 

support the suspect or accused through their rehabilitation process, particularly if community

as an alternative to incarceration. 

The impact of criminal prosecution on the suspect’s or accused’s relations within the community 

mostly depends on the extent to which the community is aware of the criminal proceedings against 

cases, where information is disclosed through the media, 

the community usually learns about such events. It is a common practice, 

for example, when the police or the investigative authorities visit the suspect or accused 

the other persons around (neighbours, colleagues) about the aim of their visit, especially if the 

suspect or accused is not informed in advance about their visit and is not there to meet them. 

can even leave a message for the suspect or accused 

a note within the premises where everyone can see it. 

communications contain enough information to conclude that the person is sought in re

The effect on the community is even stronger when the person is detained in the presence of other 

people. There are many case where suspects or accused are arrested at their workplace or another 

of neighbours, colleagues or other persons that know them.

Persons from the suspect’s or accused’s community can also learn about the criminal proceedings as 

a consequence of their direct involvement in the investigation, if they are questioned as witness

asked to take part in other investigative actions. The prolonged absence of the accused without a 

good reason can also cause suspicion among colleagues, neighbours or other people with whom 

he/she normally communicates. 

effect of criminal proceedings on the suspect’s or accused's relations with his/her

damaged reputation, loss of confidence and reduced social contacts. Th

ften affect not only the defendant but also the members of his

children, who may become targets of hostile or offensive attitude on the part of

classmates. In some extreme cases, the suspect or accused 

family may even be forced to leave, temporarily or permanently, their place of residence 

the community. 

HAT DO YOU NEED TO CHECK? 

Where does the suspect or accused reside?  

How influential does the community appear with regards to the suspect or accused?

Does the suspect or accused show signs of strong ties to his/her community?

Does the suspect or accused perceive themselves as a member of his/her community?

based justice systems as 

an alternative to incarceration. Thereby, forms of restorative justice, for example, provide an 

Due to the influential nature of the community, criminal proceedings also have an effect on how the 

riminal proceedings would bring to 

light any criminal behaviour of a suspect or accused, which could lead to judgment and 

discrimination from the community, thereby possibly leading to social exclusion, depression, and 

especially be the case if the suspect or accused comes from a 

he community may and is expected 

support the suspect or accused through their rehabilitation process, particularly if community-

The impact of criminal prosecution on the suspect’s or accused’s relations within the community 

mostly depends on the extent to which the community is aware of the criminal proceedings against 

media, there are other 

about such events. It is a common practice, 

t the suspect or accused to inform 

the other persons around (neighbours, colleagues) about the aim of their visit, especially if the 

suspect or accused is not informed in advance about their visit and is not there to meet them. In 

even leave a message for the suspect or accused to the other 

a note within the premises where everyone can see it. Very often, such 

is sought in relation to 

The effect on the community is even stronger when the person is detained in the presence of other 

people. There are many case where suspects or accused are arrested at their workplace or another 

of neighbours, colleagues or other persons that know them. 

Persons from the suspect’s or accused’s community can also learn about the criminal proceedings as 

a consequence of their direct involvement in the investigation, if they are questioned as witnesses or 

asked to take part in other investigative actions. The prolonged absence of the accused without a 

good reason can also cause suspicion among colleagues, neighbours or other people with whom 

suspect’s or accused's relations with his/her 

social contacts. These 

but also the members of his/her family, 

attitude on the part of their 

suspect or accused and his/her 

family may even be forced to leave, temporarily or permanently, their place of residence to avoid 

appear with regards to the suspect or accused? 

Does the suspect or accused show signs of strong ties to his/her community? 

Does the suspect or accused perceive themselves as a member of his/her community? 



• How does the suspect or accused interact or 

would criminal proceedings change this?

• Will the suspect or accused re

is a risk social exclusion? 

 
WHAT DOES THE COURT S

 

A businessman was 

plea, the accused was p

of his case by the court. The accused was finally acquitted of all charges

Following the Court decision, t

civil courts for the damage he had suffered as a result of his 

detention.  The Supreme Court 

suffered an unlawful offense. He had suffered damages to

and was deprived of his personal liberty for a long period of time. What is more, the Court agreed 

that his reputation and honour were stigmatised since his social circle now viewed

and criminal. For these reasons, he wa

the State.  

 

A man was accused of burglary and placed under mandatory reporting (a ban 

to leave one’s place of residence without permission). The proceedings 

lasted almost nine years and ended with acquittal. 

compensation claim

started to avoid him and his

the application justified in terms of all other damages claimed, but did not 

accept the

neighbours and friends. According to the court, 

was no disclosure of information

could not be considered a direct 
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How does the suspect or accused interact or communicate with his/her community, and how 

would criminal proceedings change this? 

Will the suspect or accused re-integrate easily in the community after the proceedings or there 

HAT DOES THE COURT SAY? 

A businessman was accused of committing the crime of drug trade. After his 

he accused was placed under pre-trial detention until the examination 

of his case by the court. The accused was finally acquitted of all charges

Following the Court decision, the accused filed for compensation before the 

civil courts for the damage he had suffered as a result of his 

detention.  The Supreme Court (AreiosPagos) found that the accused h

suffered an unlawful offense. He had suffered damages to 

and was deprived of his personal liberty for a long period of time. What is more, the Court agreed 

that his reputation and honour were stigmatised since his social circle now viewed

For these reasons, he was awarded compensation of 40.000€ to be paid to him by 

A man was accused of burglary and placed under mandatory reporting (a ban 

to leave one’s place of residence without permission). The proceedings 

lasted almost nine years and ended with acquittal. The defendant applied for 

compensation claiming that, among other things, his neighbours and frie

started to avoid him and his girlfriend broke up with him. 

cation justified in terms of all other damages claimed, but did not 

accept the arguments in relation to the defendant’s relationshi

neighbours and friends. According to the court, since the defendant was not detained and 

information, the worsening of his relationship with neighbours and friends 

direct consequence of the proceedings. 
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CHILDREN

 

 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN

Biologically, a small child is an individual who is in the early stages of their development, up to the 

age of 13, at which point the child transitions into adolescence. Legally, a child refers to a minor 

below the age of majority, which is the age determined by the law at which point the individual 

obtains legal control of their person. A child also present

his/her parents, guardians, foster parents, or other authoritative individual responsible for their 

care. It thereby also represents dependency, and becomes an important consideration if those 

responsible for small children are involved in the criminal justice system.

 

 
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT

Aside from the importance of small children in teaching responsibility and providing a sense of 

purpose for individuals responsible for their care, they also require various considerations. Some 
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CHILDREN 

HAT DOES IT MEAN? 

Biologically, a small child is an individual who is in the early stages of their development, up to the 

age of 13, at which point the child transitions into adolescence. Legally, a child refers to a minor 

below the age of majority, which is the age determined by the law at which point the individual 

obtains legal control of their person. A child also presents a relationship between that individual and 

his/her parents, guardians, foster parents, or other authoritative individual responsible for their 

care. It thereby also represents dependency, and becomes an important consideration if those 

all children are involved in the criminal justice system. 

HY IS IT IMPORTANT? 

Aside from the importance of small children in teaching responsibility and providing a sense of 

purpose for individuals responsible for their care, they also require various considerations. Some 

reentry-and-the-collateral-

iminal Justice, Volume 90, Issue 5, California Law Review, 

available at 

keley.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://www.google.com/&httpsr
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below the age of majority, which is the age determined by the law at which point the individual 

s a relationship between that individual and 

his/her parents, guardians, foster parents, or other authoritative individual responsible for their 

care. It thereby also represents dependency, and becomes an important consideration if those 

Aside from the importance of small children in teaching responsibility and providing a sense of 

purpose for individuals responsible for their care, they also require various considerations. Some 



examples include education, poverty, the effects of dysfuncti

raised by parents versus foster care. Ultimately, and in line with considerations surrounding suspects 

or accused, the importance of small children lies in the considerations that need to be made for their 

well-being, as such considerations inadvertently affect the behaviours and actions of the suspect or 

accused. 

 

 
HOW CAN CRIMINAL PROC

The predominant effect that criminal proceedings will have on small children is on their physical and 

psychological well-being of having a parent or guardian enter the criminal justice system. This is due 

to the fact that the absence of a parent or guardian will affect the development of the small child if 

he/she is unable to support and provide care for the child, w

child is only under the care of one individual. In addition, if the suspect or accused has entered into 

criminal proceedings for acts committed domestically or against the small child, the child will face 

further difficulties with possible involvement in the proceedings. This could cause stress, self

alienation or isolation, and possibly hatred and distrust in the criminal justice proceedings if the child 

views the system as having ‘taken away’ their parent or guardi

and/or criminal behaviour. 

In most cases, criminal proceedings affect, in one way or another, the relationship between the 

suspect or accused and his/her children. Even if the defendant has not been placed under serious

restrictive measures that would affect his/her communication with the children, the very fact that 

the child knows that his/her parent is accused of committing a crime can be traumatic. There are 

many ways in which the child can learn about the criminal p

the police or the investigative bodies (especially if the child is questioned as a witness or has 

witnessed certain procedural actions undertaken against their parent), from other family members 

or relatives, from neighbours, classmates or other acquaintances, or from the media. In many of 

these cases, in addition to the child's personal perceptions, hostility in the environment, in which 

they usually reside (kindergarten, school, games with neighbours’ or friendly fa

have an additional negative effect.

National legislations provide for various measures with regard to the children of 

accused, especially when the criminal proceedings

ability to take care of their children

detention, child care is usually taken over by the other parent, relatives or, as a last resort, by a 

foster family or a specialised 

development of the child, especially if the parent cannot take care of him/her

time. In addition, there is always the 

against the accused and against 

When the suspect or accused 

visiting detention facilities, especially when there are no separate 

with children, and the children 

atmosphere typical of these places. This effect may be even stronger when the 

detained away from home and the children 

 

 
WHAT DO YOU NEED TO C

• Does the suspect or accused have children? If yes, how old are they?

• Do the children have a close relationship with the suspect or accused?

examples include education, poverty, the effects of dysfunctional families, or the effects of being 

raised by parents versus foster care. Ultimately, and in line with considerations surrounding suspects 

or accused, the importance of small children lies in the considerations that need to be made for their 

as such considerations inadvertently affect the behaviours and actions of the suspect or 

OW CAN CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS AFFECT IT? 

The predominant effect that criminal proceedings will have on small children is on their physical and 

being of having a parent or guardian enter the criminal justice system. This is due 

to the fact that the absence of a parent or guardian will affect the development of the small child if 

he/she is unable to support and provide care for the child, which is especially the case if the small 

child is only under the care of one individual. In addition, if the suspect or accused has entered into 

criminal proceedings for acts committed domestically or against the small child, the child will face 

fficulties with possible involvement in the proceedings. This could cause stress, self

alienation or isolation, and possibly hatred and distrust in the criminal justice proceedings if the child 

views the system as having ‘taken away’ their parent or guardian. This may lead to future distress 

In most cases, criminal proceedings affect, in one way or another, the relationship between the 

suspect or accused and his/her children. Even if the defendant has not been placed under serious

restrictive measures that would affect his/her communication with the children, the very fact that 

the child knows that his/her parent is accused of committing a crime can be traumatic. There are 

many ways in which the child can learn about the criminal proceedings against his/her parent: from 

the police or the investigative bodies (especially if the child is questioned as a witness or has 

witnessed certain procedural actions undertaken against their parent), from other family members 

ighbours, classmates or other acquaintances, or from the media. In many of 

these cases, in addition to the child's personal perceptions, hostility in the environment, in which 

they usually reside (kindergarten, school, games with neighbours’ or friendly fa

have an additional negative effect. 

National legislations provide for various measures with regard to the children of 

criminal proceedings, in some way or another, obstruct or restrict the

bility to take care of their children. When heavier restrictive measures are applied

detention, child care is usually taken over by the other parent, relatives or, as a last resort, by a 

specialised service for children at risk. This can in many cases affect the 

d, especially if the parent cannot take care of him/her for a longer period of 

In addition, there is always the risk of alienation, depression and other negative emotions both 

 the other people and institutions involved in the process.

suspect or accused is detained, children may also experience the traumatic effect of 

ntion facilities, especially when there are no separate premises adapted f

with children, and the children have to witness the poor living conditions and depressing 

atmosphere typical of these places. This effect may be even stronger when the 

detained away from home and the children have to travel long distances to visit 

HAT DO YOU NEED TO CHECK? 

Does the suspect or accused have children? If yes, how old are they? 

Do the children have a close relationship with the suspect or accused? 

onal families, or the effects of being 

raised by parents versus foster care. Ultimately, and in line with considerations surrounding suspects 

or accused, the importance of small children lies in the considerations that need to be made for their 

as such considerations inadvertently affect the behaviours and actions of the suspect or 

The predominant effect that criminal proceedings will have on small children is on their physical and 

being of having a parent or guardian enter the criminal justice system. This is due 

to the fact that the absence of a parent or guardian will affect the development of the small child if 

hich is especially the case if the small 

child is only under the care of one individual. In addition, if the suspect or accused has entered into 

criminal proceedings for acts committed domestically or against the small child, the child will face 

fficulties with possible involvement in the proceedings. This could cause stress, self-

alienation or isolation, and possibly hatred and distrust in the criminal justice proceedings if the child 

an. This may lead to future distress 

In most cases, criminal proceedings affect, in one way or another, the relationship between the 

suspect or accused and his/her children. Even if the defendant has not been placed under serious 

restrictive measures that would affect his/her communication with the children, the very fact that 

the child knows that his/her parent is accused of committing a crime can be traumatic. There are 

roceedings against his/her parent: from 

the police or the investigative bodies (especially if the child is questioned as a witness or has 

witnessed certain procedural actions undertaken against their parent), from other family members 

ighbours, classmates or other acquaintances, or from the media. In many of 

these cases, in addition to the child's personal perceptions, hostility in the environment, in which 

they usually reside (kindergarten, school, games with neighbours’ or friendly families’ children) can 

National legislations provide for various measures with regard to the children of suspects and 

obstruct or restrict their 

are applied, such as 

detention, child care is usually taken over by the other parent, relatives or, as a last resort, by a 

This can in many cases affect the 

for a longer period of 

risk of alienation, depression and other negative emotions both 

the other people and institutions involved in the process. 

experience the traumatic effect of 

adapted for meetings 

to witness the poor living conditions and depressing 

atmosphere typical of these places. This effect may be even stronger when the defendant is 

 him/her. 



• Is the suspect or accused the only individual responsible for the children? If no, who are the 

other responsible individuals? 

• Will the criminal proceedings 

his/her children? If yes, who 

• Does the child have any special needs,

 
WHAT DOES THE COURT S

 

An Irish citizen was accused of drug related crimes and for participating in a 

criminal organisation. He was arrested and brought before the inquiry 

officer, who decided to place him in

later on acquitted 

a petition for compensation before the 

to his personal property and on behalf of his child, for the missed payments 

on maintenance expenses

stated that he had an obligation to pay 

missed during his temporary detention from 28

that the applicant was entitled to compensation from the Greek State individually 

damages he had suffered. It also recognised 

period his father was unable to pay for child support

hundred and forty-seven (547) days.

 

A man was accused of misappropriating

bank account of 

he filed a request to the court asking for the bail to be either replaced by 

mandatory rep

permission) or, alter

request by the fact that he was taking care of three small children (under 14 

years) and his wife had no regular income. After examining the case the 

court decided to dismiss the defendant’s request wi

taking care of his children alone, but was sharing this responsibility with his wife, although she 

was not receiving any regular income. The court also noted that the defendant should have 

considered his parental responsibilities before getting involved in the alleged offence and that, 

although it was true that the children needed their father, his actions were not showing him as a 

good father but were giving a negative example that could have an impact on his chil

future. 

 

 
ADDITIONAL READING

Easterling, B., Johnson, E. (2012), Understanding Unique Effects of Parental Incarceration on 

Children: Challenges, Progress, and Recommendations, Volume 74, Issue 2, Journal of Marriage and 
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Wildeman, C. (2010), Parental Incarceration and Children’s Physically Aggressive Behaviours: 
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Is the suspect or accused the only individual responsible for the children? If no, who are the 

other responsible individuals?  

the criminal proceedings restrict the opportunity of the suspect or accused to take care of 

his/her children? If yes, who will replace him/her (relatives, foster family, specialised service)

special needs, which must be considered? 

HAT DOES THE COURT SAY? 

An Irish citizen was accused of drug related crimes and for participating in a 

organisation. He was arrested and brought before the inquiry 

officer, who decided to place him in pre-trial detention. The accused was

later on acquitted of all charges by the Court. Following his acquittal, he

a petition for compensation before the courts for damages he had suffered 

to his personal property and on behalf of his child, for the missed payments 

on maintenance expenses (child support). In the present case, the applicant 

stated that he had an obligation to pay maintenance feesfor his child each month, all of which he 

missed during his temporary detention from 28-11-2013 until 29-5-2014. The Court recognized 

that the applicant was entitled to compensation from the Greek State individually 

damages he had suffered. It also recognised that his son should also be compensated for the 

period his father was unable to pay for child support due to his detention, i.e. for a period of five 

seven (547) days. 

A man was accused of misappropriating more than 300,000 Euro

bank account of his client. The police bailed the defendant by

filed a request to the court asking for the bail to be either replaced by 

mandatory reporting (a ban to leave one’s place of residence without 

permission) or, alternatively, decreased down to 250 Euro. He justified his 

request by the fact that he was taking care of three small children (under 14 

years) and his wife had no regular income. After examining the case the 

court decided to dismiss the defendant’s request with the argument that the defendant was not 

taking care of his children alone, but was sharing this responsibility with his wife, although she 

was not receiving any regular income. The court also noted that the defendant should have 

responsibilities before getting involved in the alleged offence and that, 

although it was true that the children needed their father, his actions were not showing him as a 

good father but were giving a negative example that could have an impact on his chil
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that the applicant was entitled to compensation from the Greek State individually for the 

that his son should also be compensated for the 

for a period of five 

more than 300,000 Euro from the 

ed the defendant by 5,000 Euro, but 

filed a request to the court asking for the bail to be either replaced by 

a ban to leave one’s place of residence without 

250 Euro. He justified his 

request by the fact that he was taking care of three small children (under 14 

years) and his wife had no regular income. After examining the case the 

th the argument that the defendant was not 

taking care of his children alone, but was sharing this responsibility with his wife, although she 
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although it was true that the children needed their father, his actions were not showing him as a 

good father but were giving a negative example that could have an impact on his children in the 
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DEPENDANTS

 

 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN

Dependants are those persons who rely on another for their personal care or for factors such as 

financial support which further provides for education, accommodation, or basic needs such as food 

and clothing. In most cases the dependants are family members, but can generally include 

individuals such as children, spouses, elderly parents or other relatives, or persons with disabilit

under the care of an individual for example. Importantly, the relationship between the responsible 

body and the dependant is not relevant in establishing dependency.

 

 
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT
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DEPENDANTS 

HAT DOES IT MEAN? 

Dependants are those persons who rely on another for their personal care or for factors such as 

provides for education, accommodation, or basic needs such as food 

and clothing. In most cases the dependants are family members, but can generally include 

individuals such as children, spouses, elderly parents or other relatives, or persons with disabilit

under the care of an individual for example. Importantly, the relationship between the responsible 

body and the dependant is not relevant in establishing dependency. 

HY IS IT IMPORTANT? 
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Implications for Urban Families, Volume 90, Issue 5, Social Science Quarterly, available at 
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Dependants are those persons who rely on another for their personal care or for factors such as 

provides for education, accommodation, or basic needs such as food 

and clothing. In most cases the dependants are family members, but can generally include 

individuals such as children, spouses, elderly parents or other relatives, or persons with disabilities 

under the care of an individual for example. Importantly, the relationship between the responsible 



The importance of dependants lies in their reliance on anothe

creates a sense of responsibility for the responsible person and thereby may act as a deterrent to 

criminal behaviour. Moreover, the relationship between dependants and their responsible bodies is 

such that any circumstances on one will have a direct effect on the other. Namely, if the dependant 

faces negative circumstances, such as health problems or bullying for example, the responsible body 

will be required to deal with these circumstances. This could create financial 

other negative consequences. Similarly, if the responsible body faces negative circumstances, such 

as losing a job or facing criminal proceedings, this too will have a direct negative effect on the 

dependant. 

 

 
HOW CAN CRIMINAL 

Criminal proceedings can affect the dependant by temporarily or permanently removing the 

individual responsible for the care and support of the dependant, which may have a direct 

detrimental effect. This would be particularly the ca

to a medical or mental condition or disability, and is even heightened in the case of children who, 

under most circumstances, require parental assistance. Alternatively, criminal proceedings on a 

suspect or accused may require the other spouse or responsible body in the family structure to take 

over the duties and responsibilities of two 

physical strain.  

From an economic point of view, criminal proceeding

take due care of his/her dependants. If, as a result of the proceedings or the restrictive measures 

imposed on the suspect or accused, his/her financial situation deteriorates, it will also directly affect 

the way, in which he takes care of such persons. Very often, criminal proceedings reduce the 

suspect’s or accused's income (for example, if he/she is permanently or temporarily dismissed from 

work) or increase their costs (for example, if he/she has to depos

this financial change is temporary, and after the proceedings the suspect or accused may recover 

part of these funds, he will be deprived of them during the proceedings, hence he will not be able to 

use them to take care of his/her dependants.

Restrictive measures affecting the freedom of movement of the suspect or accused can also affect 

the way he takes care of his/her dependants. 

physical presence of the responsible p

detention, practically eliminate or severely restrict this physical presence, which in many cases 

would disable the defendant to take due care. Even if the suspect or accused is placed under house 

arrest and his/her dependants live in the same place, the restrictions on leaving this place without 

permission (and the time necessary to obtain such a permission) will often prevent him/her 

responding to some of his/her dependants’ needs, especially in u

suspect or accused toaccompany

cannot go alone, is a consequence of most measures restricting the freedom of movement, including 

the more lenient ones the prohibit

Last but not least, criminal proceedings 

seeing their carer in such a situation.

bond between the responsible person and the dependant like the one between children and their 

parents. 

 

 
WHAT DO YOU NEED TO C

The importance of dependants lies in their reliance on another individual, whereby this reliance 

creates a sense of responsibility for the responsible person and thereby may act as a deterrent to 

criminal behaviour. Moreover, the relationship between dependants and their responsible bodies is 

nces on one will have a direct effect on the other. Namely, if the dependant 

faces negative circumstances, such as health problems or bullying for example, the responsible body 

will be required to deal with these circumstances. This could create financial strain, stress, or lead to 

other negative consequences. Similarly, if the responsible body faces negative circumstances, such 

as losing a job or facing criminal proceedings, this too will have a direct negative effect on the 

OW CAN CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS AFFECT IT? 

Criminal proceedings can affect the dependant by temporarily or permanently removing the 

individual responsible for the care and support of the dependant, which may have a direct 

detrimental effect. This would be particularly the case if the dependant cannot help themselves due 

a medical or mental condition or disability, and is even heightened in the case of children who, 

under most circumstances, require parental assistance. Alternatively, criminal proceedings on a 

cused may require the other spouse or responsible body in the family structure to take 

over the duties and responsibilities of two persons. This would result in emotional, financial, and 

From an economic point of view, criminal proceedings can affect the resources the defendant has to 

take due care of his/her dependants. If, as a result of the proceedings or the restrictive measures 

imposed on the suspect or accused, his/her financial situation deteriorates, it will also directly affect 

e way, in which he takes care of such persons. Very often, criminal proceedings reduce the 

suspect’s or accused's income (for example, if he/she is permanently or temporarily dismissed from 

work) or increase their costs (for example, if he/she has to deposit a bail). Although in most cases 

this financial change is temporary, and after the proceedings the suspect or accused may recover 

part of these funds, he will be deprived of them during the proceedings, hence he will not be able to 

of his/her dependants. 

Restrictive measures affecting the freedom of movement of the suspect or accused can also affect 

the way he takes care of his/her dependants. In many cases, the care of such persons requires the 

physical presence of the responsible person responsible. More restrictive measures, such as 

detention, practically eliminate or severely restrict this physical presence, which in many cases 

would disable the defendant to take due care. Even if the suspect or accused is placed under house 

t and his/her dependants live in the same place, the restrictions on leaving this place without 

permission (and the time necessary to obtain such a permission) will often prevent him/her 

responding to some of his/her dependants’ needs, especially in urgent cases. The inability of the 

accompany his/her dependants when they need to go somewhere and they 

cannot go alone, is a consequence of most measures restricting the freedom of movement, including 

prohibition of visiting certain places, travel or residence bans, etc.

, criminal proceedings can have a psychological effect on the dependant from 

seeing their carer in such a situation. This is particularly relevant in cases, in which there is strong 

bond between the responsible person and the dependant like the one between children and their 

HAT DO YOU NEED TO CHECK? 

r individual, whereby this reliance 

creates a sense of responsibility for the responsible person and thereby may act as a deterrent to 

criminal behaviour. Moreover, the relationship between dependants and their responsible bodies is 

nces on one will have a direct effect on the other. Namely, if the dependant 

faces negative circumstances, such as health problems or bullying for example, the responsible body 

strain, stress, or lead to 

other negative consequences. Similarly, if the responsible body faces negative circumstances, such 

as losing a job or facing criminal proceedings, this too will have a direct negative effect on the 

Criminal proceedings can affect the dependant by temporarily or permanently removing the 

individual responsible for the care and support of the dependant, which may have a direct 

cannot help themselves due 

a medical or mental condition or disability, and is even heightened in the case of children who, 

under most circumstances, require parental assistance. Alternatively, criminal proceedings on a 

cused may require the other spouse or responsible body in the family structure to take 

. This would result in emotional, financial, and 

s can affect the resources the defendant has to 

take due care of his/her dependants. If, as a result of the proceedings or the restrictive measures 

imposed on the suspect or accused, his/her financial situation deteriorates, it will also directly affect 

e way, in which he takes care of such persons. Very often, criminal proceedings reduce the 

suspect’s or accused's income (for example, if he/she is permanently or temporarily dismissed from 

it a bail). Although in most cases 

this financial change is temporary, and after the proceedings the suspect or accused may recover 

part of these funds, he will be deprived of them during the proceedings, hence he will not be able to 

Restrictive measures affecting the freedom of movement of the suspect or accused can also affect 

In many cases, the care of such persons requires the 

erson responsible. More restrictive measures, such as 

detention, practically eliminate or severely restrict this physical presence, which in many cases 

would disable the defendant to take due care. Even if the suspect or accused is placed under house 

t and his/her dependants live in the same place, the restrictions on leaving this place without 

permission (and the time necessary to obtain such a permission) will often prevent him/her from 

rgent cases. The inability of the 

his/her dependants when they need to go somewhere and they 

cannot go alone, is a consequence of most measures restricting the freedom of movement, including 

rtain places, travel or residence bans, etc. 

have a psychological effect on the dependant from 

This is particularly relevant in cases, in which there is strong 

bond between the responsible person and the dependant like the one between children and their 



• Are there any persons who are dependent on the suspect 

persons? 

• How is the suspect or accused taking care of his/her dependants?

• Is this responsibility shared between the suspect or accused and other persons? If yes, who are 

these persons and what is the division of responsibi

• Will the suspect or accused be able to retain responsibility and care for his/her dependents 

during the proceedings? If no, which are the alternative carers who can take over the 

responsibilities of the suspect or accused? 

• Do any of the suspect’s or accused’s 

(serious medical condition, disability

 
WHAT DOES THE COURT S

 

A woman was accused of perpetrating drug related crimes, by intervening in 

a drug deal. Following her plea, she was placed in 

later on filed an application to the Council to have the detention replaced 

with restriction measures. The accused claimed that she 

her husband and 

the involvement of her accused mother 

adjustment disorder, suffers from depression and is already under psychiatric 

follow-up and treatment. What is more, t

earns through her job as an exclusive nurse. The Cou

had a known residence and no prior offences replaced the temporary detention with the 

restrictive conditions of bail, appearance at the police station of her home in the first five days of 

each month and a ban from leaving the country.

 

An individual was accused of the possession of cannabis, distribution and 

transportation (in continuance and as a profession) and placed in temporary 

detention. The accused filed a petition to be released 

measures due to the fact that his wife, his mother

mother had serious health problems and needed his assistance. The Council 

denied his petition because the health problems of his relatives were not 

unknown and had been already examin

issued. 

 

 
ADDITIONAL READING

Andersen, E. (2015), “Not Ordinarily Relevant”: Bringing Family Responsibility to the Federal 

Sentencing Table, Volume 56, Issue 4, Boston C
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Lerer, T. (2013), Sentencing the Family: Recognizing the Needs of Dependent Children i

Administration of the Criminal Justice System, Volume 9, Issue 1, Northwestern Journal of La

Social Policy, available 

athttps://scholarlycommons.law.northwestern.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1108&context=njlsp

Are there any persons who are dependent on the suspect or accused? If yes, who are these 

How is the suspect or accused taking care of his/her dependants? 

Is this responsibility shared between the suspect or accused and other persons? If yes, who are 

these persons and what is the division of responsibilities? 

Will the suspect or accused be able to retain responsibility and care for his/her dependents 

during the proceedings? If no, which are the alternative carers who can take over the 

responsibilities of the suspect or accused?  

any of the suspect’s or accused’s dependants suffer from extraordinary circumstances 

(serious medical condition, disability)? 

HAT DOES THE COURT SAY? 

was accused of perpetrating drug related crimes, by intervening in 

a drug deal. Following her plea, she was placed in pre-trial detention

filed an application to the Council to have the detention replaced 

with restriction measures. The accused claimed that she was separated from 

her husband and lives with her three adult children, of whom B.

the involvement of her accused mother in a criminal case, 

adjustment disorder, suffers from depression and is already under psychiatric 

What is more, the family income is solely based on what 

earns through her job as an exclusive nurse. The Council, taking into account the fact that she also 

had a known residence and no prior offences replaced the temporary detention with the 

restrictive conditions of bail, appearance at the police station of her home in the first five days of 

an from leaving the country. 

An individual was accused of the possession of cannabis, distribution and 

transportation (in continuance and as a profession) and placed in temporary 

detention. The accused filed a petition to be released 

asures due to the fact that his wife, his mother-in-law and

mother had serious health problems and needed his assistance. The Council 

denied his petition because the health problems of his relatives were not 

unknown and had been already examined when the pre-detention order was 

DDITIONAL READING 
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or accused? If yes, who are these 

Is this responsibility shared between the suspect or accused and other persons? If yes, who are 

Will the suspect or accused be able to retain responsibility and care for his/her dependents 

during the proceedings? If no, which are the alternative carers who can take over the 

xtraordinary circumstances 

was accused of perpetrating drug related crimes, by intervening in 

trial detention. She 

filed an application to the Council to have the detention replaced 

was separated from 

ree adult children, of whom B., following 

in a criminal case, developed an 

adjustment disorder, suffers from depression and is already under psychiatric 

solely based on what the accused 

ncil, taking into account the fact that she also 

had a known residence and no prior offences replaced the temporary detention with the 

restrictive conditions of bail, appearance at the police station of her home in the first five days of 

An individual was accused of the possession of cannabis, distribution and 

transportation (in continuance and as a profession) and placed in temporary 

detention. The accused filed a petition to be released with restriction 

law and wife’s grand-

mother had serious health problems and needed his assistance. The Council 

denied his petition because the health problems of his relatives were not 
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EMPLOYMENT

 

 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN

Employment is the relationship between an employer and employee whereby the employee is an 

individual receiving a payment for work that he/she conducts at a given place for a set period of 

time, where he/she is required to fulfil certain tasks or duties. S

temporary, part-time or full-time. It can also take the form of self

independently promotes their work and services. Moreover, employment may require a set working 

time, mandatory work presence, 

related obligations. 
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MPLOYMENT 

HAT DOES IT MEAN? 

Employment is the relationship between an employer and employee whereby the employee is an 

individual receiving a payment for work that he/she conducts at a given place for a set period of 

time, where he/she is required to fulfil certain tasks or duties. Such work can be either

time. It can also take the form of self-employment where an individual 

independently promotes their work and services. Moreover, employment may require a set working 

ence, a certain level of qualification or professional skills, 

Rethinking Parental Incarceration, Volume 82, University of Colorado Law 
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Employment is the relationship between an employer and employee whereby the employee is an 

individual receiving a payment for work that he/she conducts at a given place for a set period of 

uch work can be either permanent or 

employment where an individual 

independently promotes their work and services. Moreover, employment may require a set working 

a certain level of qualification or professional skills, or travel-



 
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT

Employment is an important direct means to an income which serves the purpose of supporting 

basic needs, such as providing food, accommod

individual and/or his/her family. Additionally, it can be perceived as a social status in providing 

security and certainty, while also providing a sense of achievement and the desire to succeed and 

meet goals. This could deter criminal behaviour. I

for practicing responsibility, thereby counteracting any tendencies or likelihood to resort to criminal 

behaviour during the proceedings

 

 
HOW CAN CRIMINAL 

The effect that criminal proceedings will or may have on a suspect or accused’s employment 

is substantial. If the person is not employed 

opportunities. When applying for a j

convictions or pending proceedi

his/her potential for employment. Even in the event of no convictions, 

discrimination and bias from public assumptions on the reasons for him/her facing criminal 

proceedings in the first place. In direct relation to employment, he/she will either not obtain a job or 

will obtain a low-income and likely unfulfilling job, resulting 

decreasing his/her standard of living which ult

Alternatively, if a suspect or accused is employed at the ti

unable to attend their work place, complete

This would result in no income, unlikely future employment, depression or stress, and potential 

resort to crime as a means to support himself/herself

of all when, as a result of the proceedings against him/her, the suspect or accused is prevented in 

one way or another from performing his/her duties. This is most likely to occur when the defendant 

has been subjected to measures restricting his/

house arrest are virtually deprived of the opportunity to attend their workplace, which in most cases 

makes it impossible for them to carry out their duties. Even when the accused has the

to work remotely, such measures severely restrict the possibility of contact with the outside world, 

which also questions the extent to which they can fully and 

more lenient coercive measures, this ef

for which the suspect or accused is employed. 

impact on defendants whose work involves frequent travel and would 

on others whose duties are not related to leaving the workplace.

There are also measures that can directly 

work. In most jurisdictions, suspects and accused can be temporarily suspended from work during 

the proceedings, especially if they are

work. There are also measures that affect specific rights of the suspect or accused without which 

he/she cannot continue to effectively perform his/her dutie

license or firearms license is revoked, and the possession of such a license is among the mandatory 

requirements for the job (for example when the person work as a driver or a security guard), he/she 

will automatically become ineligible for the it.

 

 
WHAT DO YOU NEED TO C

HY IS IT IMPORTANT? 

Employment is an important direct means to an income which serves the purpose of supporting 

basic needs, such as providing food, accommodation, healthcare, and sustaining a living for the 

individual and/or his/her family. Additionally, it can be perceived as a social status in providing 

security and certainty, while also providing a sense of achievement and the desire to succeed and 

als. This could deter criminal behaviour. In the case of suspects and accused, i

responsibility, thereby counteracting any tendencies or likelihood to resort to criminal 

during the proceedings. 

OW CAN CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS AFFECT IT? 

The effect that criminal proceedings will or may have on a suspect or accused’s employment 

If the person is not employed the proceedings can significantly limit his/her job 

opportunities. When applying for a job, the suspect or accused will usually be asked

or pending proceedings against him/her, which may have a very negative effect on 

his/her potential for employment. Even in the event of no convictions, the defendant

rimination and bias from public assumptions on the reasons for him/her facing criminal 

proceedings in the first place. In direct relation to employment, he/she will either not obtain a job or 

income and likely unfulfilling job, resulting in little to no income, thereby 

decreasing his/her standard of living which ultimately may lead to recidivism. 

Alternatively, if a suspect or accused is employed at the time of criminal proceedings, he/she

unable to attend their work place, complete duties, and may face termination of their employment. 

This would result in no income, unlikely future employment, depression or stress, and potential 

resort to crime as a means to support himself/herself or his/her family.This scenario is possible first 

of all when, as a result of the proceedings against him/her, the suspect or accused is prevented in 

one way or another from performing his/her duties. This is most likely to occur when the defendant 

sures restricting his/her free movement. Detainees and persons

are virtually deprived of the opportunity to attend their workplace, which in most cases 

to carry out their duties. Even when the accused has the

to work remotely, such measures severely restrict the possibility of contact with the outside world, 

which also questions the extent to which they can fully and timely perform their tasks. 

coercive measures, this effect largely depends on the nature and dynamics of the work 

accused is employed. A travel ban, for example, would have a greater 

whose work involves frequent travel and would have insignificant to noimpact 

thers whose duties are not related to leaving the workplace. 

There are also measures that can directly prevent the suspect or accused from performing his/her 

work. In most jurisdictions, suspects and accused can be temporarily suspended from work during 

e proceedings, especially if they are charged with committing an offence directly 

There are also measures that affect specific rights of the suspect or accused without which 

he/she cannot continue to effectively perform his/her duties. For example, if the accused's driving 

license or firearms license is revoked, and the possession of such a license is among the mandatory 

requirements for the job (for example when the person work as a driver or a security guard), he/she 

lly become ineligible for the it. 

HAT DO YOU NEED TO CHECK? 

Employment is an important direct means to an income which serves the purpose of supporting 

ation, healthcare, and sustaining a living for the 

individual and/or his/her family. Additionally, it can be perceived as a social status in providing 

security and certainty, while also providing a sense of achievement and the desire to succeed and 

n the case of suspects and accused, it also allows 

responsibility, thereby counteracting any tendencies or likelihood to resort to criminal 

The effect that criminal proceedings will or may have on a suspect or accused’s employment status 

can significantly limit his/her job 

asked to disclose any 

a very negative effect on 

the defendant may face 

rimination and bias from public assumptions on the reasons for him/her facing criminal 

proceedings in the first place. In direct relation to employment, he/she will either not obtain a job or 

in little to no income, thereby 

me of criminal proceedings, he/she may be 

duties, and may face termination of their employment. 

This would result in no income, unlikely future employment, depression or stress, and potential 

This scenario is possible first 

of all when, as a result of the proceedings against him/her, the suspect or accused is prevented in 

one way or another from performing his/her duties. This is most likely to occur when the defendant 

her free movement. Detainees and persons under 

are virtually deprived of the opportunity to attend their workplace, which in most cases 

to carry out their duties. Even when the accused has the opportunity 

to work remotely, such measures severely restrict the possibility of contact with the outside world, 

perform their tasks. In the case of 

fect largely depends on the nature and dynamics of the work 

travel ban, for example, would have a greater 

have insignificant to noimpact 

the suspect or accused from performing his/her 

work. In most jurisdictions, suspects and accused can be temporarily suspended from work during 

directly related to their 

There are also measures that affect specific rights of the suspect or accused without which 

s. For example, if the accused's driving 

license or firearms license is revoked, and the possession of such a license is among the mandatory 

requirements for the job (for example when the person work as a driver or a security guard), he/she 



• Is the suspect or accused employed? If yes, what his/her main work

• Does the suspect or accused have previous convictions which may further affect his/her 

employment success? 

• Does the suspect or accused have a good employment track record?

• Would criminal proceedings bar the suspect or accused from performing responsibilities related 

to their employment? 

• Would criminal proceedings affect the suspect’s or accused’s chanc

• Are there alternative employment options available to the suspect or accused?

 
WHAT DOES THE COURT S

 

An individual was accused as an accessory in a drug smuggling case and 

following his plea, was 

measure. The accused applied for the measure to be lifted or at least 

replaced, in order for him to visit his companion and family members in 

Australia. He also claimed that he had been hired to work for a company 

there. The Counci

he had a stable and permanent residence in the country and no prior 

offences. Moreover, he was of Australian descent and wished to work in Australia at a company, 

as was proved by official documents submitted for examination. The

remove the ban and replaced it with the payment of a 5

 

An individual was accused of forgery, participating in a criminal organisation 

and accepting products of criminal 

officer issued a restriction order banning him from leaving the country

filed an application requesting the removal of the ban in order to travel 

abroad for business reasons and 

bills, taxes, etc)

the accused to travel abroad following the payment of bail, however the 

Council found the claims unsubstantiated and rejected the application. As a result the ban was 

maintained pending his trial.  
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Is the suspect or accused employed? If yes, what his/her main work-related obligations?

Does the suspect or accused have previous convictions which may further affect his/her 

Does the suspect or accused have a good employment track record? 

Would criminal proceedings bar the suspect or accused from performing responsibilities related 

Would criminal proceedings affect the suspect’s or accused’s chances of future employment?

Are there alternative employment options available to the suspect or accused?

HAT DOES THE COURT SAY? 

An individual was accused as an accessory in a drug smuggling case and 

following his plea, was banned from leaving the country

. The accused applied for the measure to be lifted or at least 

replaced, in order for him to visit his companion and family members in 

He also claimed that he had been hired to work for a company 

The Council found that even though there were indications of his guilt, 

he had a stable and permanent residence in the country and no prior 

offences. Moreover, he was of Australian descent and wished to work in Australia at a company, 

ents submitted for examination. Therefore, the Council 

with the payment of a 5.000 € bail. 

An individual was accused of forgery, participating in a criminal organisation 

and accepting products of criminal offences.Following his plea, the inquiry 

officer issued a restriction order banning him from leaving the country

filed an application requesting the removal of the ban in order to travel 

abroad for business reasons and in order to address his obligations

bills, taxes, etc). The prosecutor was in favour of lifting the ban and allowing 

the accused to travel abroad following the payment of bail, however the 

Council found the claims unsubstantiated and rejected the application. As a result the ban was 

DDITIONAL READING 

, E. (2018), Employment Discrimination on the Basis of Criminal History: Why an Anti
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Criminology, available at 

https://scholarlycommons.law.northwestern.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=7626&context=jclc
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Does the suspect or accused have previous convictions which may further affect his/her 

Would criminal proceedings bar the suspect or accused from performing responsibilities related 

es of future employment? 

Are there alternative employment options available to the suspect or accused? 
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country as a restriction 

. The accused applied for the measure to be lifted or at least 

replaced, in order for him to visit his companion and family members in 

He also claimed that he had been hired to work for a company 

l found that even though there were indications of his guilt, 

he had a stable and permanent residence in the country and no prior 

offences. Moreover, he was of Australian descent and wished to work in Australia at a company, 

Council decided to 

An individual was accused of forgery, participating in a criminal organisation 

Following his plea, the inquiry 

officer issued a restriction order banning him from leaving the country. He 

filed an application requesting the removal of the ban in order to travel 

obligations (pay his 

. The prosecutor was in favour of lifting the ban and allowing 

the accused to travel abroad following the payment of bail, however the 

Council found the claims unsubstantiated and rejected the application. As a result the ban was 
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EDUCATION

 

 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN

Education may be understood as the process of receiving knowledge and information in either a 

formal institutional setting or independently through private training, it may involve metacognition, 

or refer to the practical application of knowledge. In line 

Formal education includes schools and institutions and has a set hierarchical structure such as 

primary school, high school, or university. Informal education involves practical learning from 

experience. Non-formal education relies on learning from home, environment, or work such as 

training courses or extracurricular activities.

 

 
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT

Incarceration Length, Employment, and Earnings, National Bureau of Economic 

rking Paper 12003, available atwww.nber.org/papers/w12003 

Kling, J., Weiman, D., Western, B. (2001), The Labour Market Consequences of Incarceration, 

Princeton University Working Paper 450, Industrial Relations Section, available at 

https://dataspace.princeton.edu/jspui/handle/88435/dsp01kw52j807k 

EDUCATION 

HAT DOES IT MEAN? 

Education may be understood as the process of receiving knowledge and information in either a 

formal institutional setting or independently through private training, it may involve metacognition, 

or refer to the practical application of knowledge. In line with this, it involves three main categories. 

Formal education includes schools and institutions and has a set hierarchical structure such as 

primary school, high school, or university. Informal education involves practical learning from 

rmal education relies on learning from home, environment, or work such as 

training courses or extracurricular activities. 

HY IS IT IMPORTANT? 

Incarceration Length, Employment, and Earnings, National Bureau of Economic 

r Market Consequences of Incarceration, 

elations Section, available at 

 

Education may be understood as the process of receiving knowledge and information in either a 

formal institutional setting or independently through private training, it may involve metacognition, 

with this, it involves three main categories. 

Formal education includes schools and institutions and has a set hierarchical structure such as 

primary school, high school, or university. Informal education involves practical learning from 

rmal education relies on learning from home, environment, or work such as 



Education provides individuals with knowledge and an informed perspective, which directly affects 

their choices and actions, thereby affecting their decisions on whether to involve themselves in 

criminal behaviour. Alternatively, if an individual is involv

direct effect on their ability to obtain or complete their education, which may subsequently have a 

detrimental effect on the progression of their lives. Education is important for both the individual 

and the society. For the individual, 

development, promoting autonomy and establishing a career or occupation. For the society, 

contributes to shaping individuals into productive members of society thereb

and social development. 

 
HOW CAN CRIMINAL PROC

The most direct effect that criminal proceedings may have on the education of an individual who is a 

suspect or accused is the potential for them to be unable to 

example, a high school student will face the challenges of completing their education, where high 

school is often a minimum requirement for some form of better employment. A student may also 

face the challenge of simply attending classes, which is escalated in the event of students studying in 

one place while facing criminal proceedings elsewhere. Importantly, criminal proceedings will also 

affect an individual’s education in the sense of their future aspirations. Nam

to study law may be barred from higher education or such a career path.

From a legal point of view, criminal proceedings are not a formal reason for depriving the suspect or 

accused from starting, continuing and completing his/her

the restrictive measures the suspect or 

affect his/her education. Measures restricting the free movement of the 

house arrest, travel ban) can prevent him

in turn can lead to difficulties in learning the curriculum, and hence failure to 

successfully complete education. 

In some forms of education, the long absence from the 

the student to an examination or 

educational establishments require regular attendance by the tr

result in negative consequences for th

In some cases, the suspect or 

education, such as suspension of scholarship

penalties, etc. 

Depending on the form of education, early drop out can also lead to certain obstacles for its 

resumption (for example, non-recognition of completed stages and need to start the training from 

the beginning). Sometimes this can discourage the suspect or accused from continuing education 

after the completion of the proceedings.

Last but not least, the reason for the interruption of education may be the extra costs that the 

suspect or accused may have to pay in connection with criminal proceedings. For example, if the 

accused has to deposit a bail, he/she may not be able to continue to pay the fees for his/her 

education or other related costs (dormitory, transport costs, textbooks).

 

 
WHAT DO YOU NEED 

• What is the level of education of the 

Education provides individuals with knowledge and an informed perspective, which directly affects 

their choices and actions, thereby affecting their decisions on whether to involve themselves in 

criminal behaviour. Alternatively, if an individual is involved in criminal behaviour, this will have a 

direct effect on their ability to obtain or complete their education, which may subsequently have a 

detrimental effect on the progression of their lives. Education is important for both the individual 

ety. For the individual, its value is linked to the potential for influencing personal 

development, promoting autonomy and establishing a career or occupation. For the society, 

contributes to shaping individuals into productive members of society thereby promoting economic 

OW CAN CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS AFFECT IT? 

The most direct effect that criminal proceedings may have on the education of an individual who is a 

suspect or accused is the potential for them to be unable to continue or obtain their education. For 

example, a high school student will face the challenges of completing their education, where high 

school is often a minimum requirement for some form of better employment. A student may also 

ply attending classes, which is escalated in the event of students studying in 

one place while facing criminal proceedings elsewhere. Importantly, criminal proceedings will also 

affect an individual’s education in the sense of their future aspirations. Namely, an individual aiming 

to study law may be barred from higher education or such a career path. 

From a legal point of view, criminal proceedings are not a formal reason for depriving the suspect or 

accused from starting, continuing and completing his/her education. In practice, however, many of 

suspect or accused is subjected to in the course of proceedings may 

affect his/her education. Measures restricting the free movement of the defendant

can prevent him/her from attending classes or workshops

in turn can lead to difficulties in learning the curriculum, and hence failure to 

complete education.  

In some forms of education, the long absence from the classes may be a reason for not 

an examination or for a temporary or permanent interruption of the training. Many 

educational establishments require regular attendance by the trainees, and failure to do so may 

consequences for those not complying with the rules.  

suspect or accused may also suffer financial loss from 

suspension of scholarship, non-reimbursement of fees paid in advance

Depending on the form of education, early drop out can also lead to certain obstacles for its 

recognition of completed stages and need to start the training from 

ginning). Sometimes this can discourage the suspect or accused from continuing education 

after the completion of the proceedings. 

Last but not least, the reason for the interruption of education may be the extra costs that the 

o pay in connection with criminal proceedings. For example, if the 

accused has to deposit a bail, he/she may not be able to continue to pay the fees for his/her 

education or other related costs (dormitory, transport costs, textbooks). 

HAT DO YOU NEED TO CHECK? 

What is the level of education of the suspect or accused? 

Education provides individuals with knowledge and an informed perspective, which directly affects 

their choices and actions, thereby affecting their decisions on whether to involve themselves in 

ed in criminal behaviour, this will have a 

direct effect on their ability to obtain or complete their education, which may subsequently have a 

detrimental effect on the progression of their lives. Education is important for both the individual 

potential for influencing personal 

development, promoting autonomy and establishing a career or occupation. For the society, it 

y promoting economic 

The most direct effect that criminal proceedings may have on the education of an individual who is a 

continue or obtain their education. For 

example, a high school student will face the challenges of completing their education, where high 

school is often a minimum requirement for some form of better employment. A student may also 

ply attending classes, which is escalated in the event of students studying in 

one place while facing criminal proceedings elsewhere. Importantly, criminal proceedings will also 

ely, an individual aiming 

From a legal point of view, criminal proceedings are not a formal reason for depriving the suspect or 

education. In practice, however, many of 

accused is subjected to in the course of proceedings may 

defendant(detention, 

classes or workshops regularly, which 

in turn can lead to difficulties in learning the curriculum, and hence failure to take exams and 

may be a reason for not admitting 

a temporary or permanent interruption of the training. Many 

failure to do so may 

accused may also suffer financial loss from the interruption of 

paid in advance, financial 

Depending on the form of education, early drop out can also lead to certain obstacles for its 

recognition of completed stages and need to start the training from 

ginning). Sometimes this can discourage the suspect or accused from continuing education 

Last but not least, the reason for the interruption of education may be the extra costs that the 

o pay in connection with criminal proceedings. For example, if the 

accused has to deposit a bail, he/she may not be able to continue to pay the fees for his/her 



• Is the suspect or accused enrolled in some form of education

training)? If yes, what are the modalities of this education (

obligations, exams, financial conditions)?

• Will criminal proceedings hinder the suspect

education? If yes, will the suspect or accused be able to resume education after the end of the 

proceedings? 

 

 

 

 
WHAT DOES THE COURT SAY

 

An individual was accused of buying and possessing drugs in continuance and 

after his plea before the inquiry officer, 

against him

application to have the measures removed or replaced given that he was a 

student at the Russian University of Stavroupoli and would not be able to 

attend classes and finish his studies. The prosecutor rejected the application 

as unfounded. The Council, however, accepted the justification of attending 

university and removed the ban from leaving the country and appearing at a poli

maintaining the bail of 2.000€.  

 

An 18-year old boy was accused of possessing narcoti

beginning of the investigation, he was detained in custody, but one month 

later he ask

graduate school. The public prosecutor 

fact for the case

student in his final year in schoo

from graduating and taking the mandatory final exams

was living with his parents who had agreed to 

was placed under house arrest. 

argument that his personal situation was not a sufficient guarantee that he would not abscond.
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Hjalmarsson, R., Lochner, L. (2012), The Impact of Education on Crime: International Evidence, CESifo
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Hjalmarsson, R. (2008), Criminal Justice Involvement and High School Completion, Volume 63, Issue 

2, Journal of Urban Economics 

Is the suspect or accused enrolled in some form of education (school, university, vocational 

? If yes, what are the modalities of this education (location, duration, attendance 

obligations, exams, financial conditions)? 

Will criminal proceedings hinder the suspect’s or accused's ability to complete or obtain 

If yes, will the suspect or accused be able to resume education after the end of the 

THE COURT SAY? 

An individual was accused of buying and possessing drugs in continuance and 

after his plea before the inquiry officer, restriction measures were imposed 

against him, including a ban from leaving the country. The accused filed an 

application to have the measures removed or replaced given that he was a 

student at the Russian University of Stavroupoli and would not be able to 

attend classes and finish his studies. The prosecutor rejected the application 

unded. The Council, however, accepted the justification of attending 

university and removed the ban from leaving the country and appearing at a poli

 

year old boy was accused of possessing narcoti

beginning of the investigation, he was detained in custody, but one month 

asked for a more lenient measure, which would allow him to 

school. The public prosecutor argued that this was not a relevant

for the case. The defendant’s lawyers pointed out that the boy was a 

student in his final year in school, remaining in custody would prevent him 

from graduating and taking the mandatory final exams, and

was living with his parents who had agreed to guarantee his participation in the 

was placed under house arrest. The court decided not to release the defendant

personal situation was not a sufficient guarantee that he would not abscond.
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(school, university, vocational 

duration, attendance 

or accused's ability to complete or obtain 

If yes, will the suspect or accused be able to resume education after the end of the 

An individual was accused of buying and possessing drugs in continuance and 

restriction measures were imposed 

. The accused filed an 

application to have the measures removed or replaced given that he was a 

student at the Russian University of Stavroupoli and would not be able to 

attend classes and finish his studies. The prosecutor rejected the application 

unded. The Council, however, accepted the justification of attending 

university and removed the ban from leaving the country and appearing at a police station, whilst 

year old boy was accused of possessing narcotic drugs. At the 

beginning of the investigation, he was detained in custody, but one month 

for a more lenient measure, which would allow him to 

is was not a relevant 

defendant’s lawyers pointed out that the boy was a 

remaining in custody would prevent him 

, and the defendant 

is participation in the proceedings if he 

lease the defendant with the 

personal situation was not a sufficient guarantee that he would not abscond. 
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ECONOMIC SITUATION

 

 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN

The economic situation of an individual is

money received for work or investments, usually on a regular basis. This can be in the form of work 

remuneration, social assistance allowances, pension, scholarship, 

required for maintaining a living and sustaining a household, which will include the costs of 

household individuals such as a spouse, child, elderly

form of rent on accommodation, food, education, health care, transportation, loa

respect to the situations faced by suspects or accused, there may be additional costs imposed by a 

direct measure (bail, freezing of assets)

costs, remuneration for individuals caring for dependants).

 

Does Education Reduce Participation in Criminal Activities?, University of 

California, Berkley, Department of Economics, available 

https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/1468/65bf387c876041f043134afdd4365b912801.pdf?_

1726051246.1542712689 

Education, Work and Crime: A Human Capital Approach, National Bureau of 

Economic Research, Working Paper 10478, available at www.nber.org/papers/w10478

 The Effect of Education on Crime: Evidence from Prison Inmates, 

Reports, National Bureau of Economic Research, Working Paper 8605, available 

 

ECONOMIC SITUATION 

HAT DOES IT MEAN? 

The economic situation of an individual is determined by their income and costs. Income is the 

money received for work or investments, usually on a regular basis. This can be in the form of work 

remuneration, social assistance allowances, pension, scholarship, and so on. Costs are all

taining a living and sustaining a household, which will include the costs of 

household individuals such as a spouse, child, elderly or disabledindividuals. These may be in the 

form of rent on accommodation, food, education, health care, transportation, loa

respect to the situations faced by suspects or accused, there may be additional costs imposed by a 

freezing of assets) or otherwise linked to the proceedings (travel costs, defence 

costs, remuneration for individuals caring for dependants). 

Does Education Reduce Participation in Criminal Activities?, University of 

f Economics, available 

https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/1468/65bf387c876041f043134afdd4365b912801.pdf?_ga=2.265

Education, Work and Crime: A Human Capital Approach, National Bureau of 

er.org/papers/w10478 

The Effect of Education on Crime: Evidence from Prison Inmates, 

orking Paper 8605, available 

 

their income and costs. Income is the 

money received for work or investments, usually on a regular basis. This can be in the form of work 

and so on. Costs are all expenses 

taining a living and sustaining a household, which will include the costs of 

. These may be in the 

form of rent on accommodation, food, education, health care, transportation, loans, and so on. With 

respect to the situations faced by suspects or accused, there may be additional costs imposed by a 

proceedings (travel costs, defence 



 
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT

Income provides a source of finances which can be used to offset any costs. 

establishing a budget, managing

prioritising between necessities. For suspects or accused, they are directly necessary for the criminal 

proceedings in that they allow the suspect or accused to manage their defence.Costs are of 

greater relevance for a suspect or accused, because they will directly influence their ability to not 

only effectively participate in proceedings, but will affect other aspects outside such proceedings. 

Their importance lies in the individual being

prioritise, make good financial judgments and ensure that their income is sufficient to cover 

necessary costs. 

 
HOW CAN CRIMINAL PROC

The effect that criminal proceedings will have on the income of a suspect or accused is that such an 

individual may not be able to receive their income if they are, for example, unable to travel to work 

or perform their employment duties. 

imposed a coercive measure restricting his/her free movement, as a result of which he/she cannot 

access his/her place of work. 

Criminal proceedings may bar an individual from present or future sources of income, 

have exclusionary eligibility criteria. This is the case where trust is required, and criminal 

proceedings will affect the trust that others may have in a suspect or accused, thereby affecting 

their income or potential for income.

persons who are subject to pending criminal proceedings to occupy certain posts or positions.

In many countries, the law allows the suspect or accused to be temporarily dismissed from work 

while the criminal proceedings against him are ongoing, especially when the person’s is charged with 

a crime related to his/her work. 

Normally, the law provides for mechanisms through which the suspect or accused can recover all or 

part of the lost income. Thus, for example,

defendant unless he/she has violated its conditions. In most cases, however, the recovery of lost 

income is possible at a later stage of the proceedings or after their completion. Until then, the 

defendant remains deprived of this income and may need to for alternative sources of funding that 

are linked to extra costs (for example a loan for which interest is due).

Costs will be affected by criminal proceedings as they will likely increase due to 

need to travel to court, lawyer fees if applicable, depositing

individuals caring for dependants during the criminal proceedings

alternative sources of funding to compensate lo

monetary, and may be in the form of detrimental effects to future employment, the breakdown of 

family structure and/or community ties.

Generally, there is a direct correlation between income and costs, because t

will directly determine the effectiveness with which they manage costs. Yet, the criminal 

proceedings will also affect their ability to obtain an income, which will then affect their abilit

offset costs. 

 

 
WHAT DO YOU NEED TO C

• Is the suspect or accused receiving a regular income?

HY IS IT IMPORTANT? 

Income provides a source of finances which can be used to offset any costs. It assists an individual in 

establishing a budget, managing their finances and future planning to ensure stability, and 

prioritising between necessities. For suspects or accused, they are directly necessary for the criminal 

proceedings in that they allow the suspect or accused to manage their defence.Costs are of 

greater relevance for a suspect or accused, because they will directly influence their ability to not 

proceedings, but will affect other aspects outside such proceedings. 

Their importance lies in the individual being able to predict or know of any costs in order to better 

prioritise, make good financial judgments and ensure that their income is sufficient to cover 

OW CAN CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS AFFECT IT? 

The effect that criminal proceedings will have on the income of a suspect or accused is that such an 

individual may not be able to receive their income if they are, for example, unable to travel to work 

or perform their employment duties. Such would be the case where the suspect or accused has been 

imposed a coercive measure restricting his/her free movement, as a result of which he/she cannot 

riminal proceedings may bar an individual from present or future sources of income, 

have exclusionary eligibility criteria. This is the case where trust is required, and criminal 

proceedings will affect the trust that others may have in a suspect or accused, thereby affecting 

their income or potential for income.In some jurisdictions, there are even statutory restrictions on 

persons who are subject to pending criminal proceedings to occupy certain posts or positions.

In many countries, the law allows the suspect or accused to be temporarily dismissed from work 

proceedings against him are ongoing, especially when the person’s is charged with 

 

Normally, the law provides for mechanisms through which the suspect or accused can recover all or 

part of the lost income. Thus, for example, the amount deposited as bail is usually returned to the 

defendant unless he/she has violated its conditions. In most cases, however, the recovery of lost 

income is possible at a later stage of the proceedings or after their completion. Until then, the 

endant remains deprived of this income and may need to for alternative sources of funding that 

are linked to extra costs (for example a loan for which interest is due). 

Costs will be affected by criminal proceedings as they will likely increase due to 

need to travel to court, lawyer fees if applicable, depositing bail, remuneration required for 

individuals caring for dependants during the criminal proceedings or expenses associated with 

alternative sources of funding to compensate lost income. Furthermore, the costs may not be 

monetary, and may be in the form of detrimental effects to future employment, the breakdown of 

family structure and/or community ties. 

Generally, there is a direct correlation between income and costs, because the individual’s income 

will directly determine the effectiveness with which they manage costs. Yet, the criminal 

proceedings will also affect their ability to obtain an income, which will then affect their abilit

HAT DO YOU NEED TO CHECK? 

Is the suspect or accused receiving a regular income? If yes, what are its main sources?

t assists an individual in 

their finances and future planning to ensure stability, and 

prioritising between necessities. For suspects or accused, they are directly necessary for the criminal 

proceedings in that they allow the suspect or accused to manage their defence.Costs are of perhaps 

greater relevance for a suspect or accused, because they will directly influence their ability to not 

proceedings, but will affect other aspects outside such proceedings. 

able to predict or know of any costs in order to better 

prioritise, make good financial judgments and ensure that their income is sufficient to cover 

The effect that criminal proceedings will have on the income of a suspect or accused is that such an 

individual may not be able to receive their income if they are, for example, unable to travel to work 

case where the suspect or accused has been 

imposed a coercive measure restricting his/her free movement, as a result of which he/she cannot 

riminal proceedings may bar an individual from present or future sources of income, which may 

have exclusionary eligibility criteria. This is the case where trust is required, and criminal 

proceedings will affect the trust that others may have in a suspect or accused, thereby affecting 

tions, there are even statutory restrictions on 

persons who are subject to pending criminal proceedings to occupy certain posts or positions. 

In many countries, the law allows the suspect or accused to be temporarily dismissed from work 

proceedings against him are ongoing, especially when the person’s is charged with 

Normally, the law provides for mechanisms through which the suspect or accused can recover all or 

the amount deposited as bail is usually returned to the 

defendant unless he/she has violated its conditions. In most cases, however, the recovery of lost 

income is possible at a later stage of the proceedings or after their completion. Until then, the 

endant remains deprived of this income and may need to for alternative sources of funding that 

Costs will be affected by criminal proceedings as they will likely increase due to matters such as the 

remuneration required for 

or expenses associated with 

. Furthermore, the costs may not be 

monetary, and may be in the form of detrimental effects to future employment, the breakdown of 

he individual’s income 

will directly determine the effectiveness with which they manage costs. Yet, the criminal 

proceedings will also affect their ability to obtain an income, which will then affect their ability to 

If yes, what are its main sources? 



• What is the average monthly

• Will criminal proceedings affect 

income? If yes, what share of his/her regular income will be affected?

• Will the suspect or accused be able to recover the lost income? If yes, under what condition will 

this be possible? 

• What are the costs that criminal proceedings will have on the suspect

• Will the suspect or accused 

cover all or most of the costs

 

 
WHAT DOES THE COURT S

 

A man was accused of 

his position

imposed as a restrictive measure against the 

The accused filed an application requesting the replacement of the restrictive 

measure. Co

financial resources to meet the bail amount, he proposed covering part of 

the amount through a mortgage registration in favour of the State on his 

property.  The council agreed with this pro

and register a mortgage for the remaining 40.000

 

A bail was set as a restriction measure against a woman for the crimes of 

fraud and forgery which led to 

The accused filed an application to repeal the bail because her financial 

status would not allow her to cover the bail. The Council rejected her 

application on the grounds that she had omitted to disclose the dea

husband and the awarding of his pension to her by the social security 

organisation IKA. The Council concluded that she had also withheld 

information concerning her income which was linked to secret commercial activities.

 

 
ADDITIONAL READING
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available at https://ellabakercenter.org/sites/default/files/downloads/who
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and John Arnold Foundation, available at 

pretrial-detention/ 
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average monthly income of the suspect or accused? 

Will criminal proceedings affect the suspect’s or accused’s ability to continue receiving an 

If yes, what share of his/her regular income will be affected? 

Will the suspect or accused be able to recover the lost income? If yes, under what condition will 

What are the costs that criminal proceedings will have on the suspect or accused?

Will the suspect or accused and the other members of his/her household 

costs related to the proceedings? 

HAT DOES THE COURT SAY? 

man was accused of embezzlement of public funds and taking 

his position as a public officer. Following his plea, a bail of 60.000

imposed as a restrictive measure against the accused by the inquiry officer. 

The accused filed an application requesting the replacement of the restrictive 

measure. Complaining that the bail was too high and that he did not have the 

financial resources to meet the bail amount, he proposed covering part of 

the amount through a mortgage registration in favour of the State on his 

roperty.  The council agreed with this proposal and ordered him to pay the amount of 

and register a mortgage for the remaining 40.000€ on an apartment the accused owned. 

A bail was set as a restriction measure against a woman for the crimes of 

fraud and forgery which led to embezzlement perpetrated against the State. 

The accused filed an application to repeal the bail because her financial 

status would not allow her to cover the bail. The Council rejected her 

application on the grounds that she had omitted to disclose the dea

husband and the awarding of his pension to her by the social security 

organisation IKA. The Council concluded that she had also withheld 

information concerning her income which was linked to secret commercial activities.

DDITIONAL READING 

Baradaran Baughman, S. (2017), Costs of Pretrial Detention, Volume 97, Issue 1, Boston University 

www.bu.edu/bulawreview/files/2017/03/BAUGHMAN.pdf
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Waldfogel, J. (1994), The Effect of Criminal Conviction on Income and the Trust “Reposed in the 

29, The Journal of Human Resources 

ability to continue receiving an 

Will the suspect or accused be able to recover the lost income? If yes, under what condition will 

or accused? 

and the other members of his/her household have the ability to 

zzlement of public funds and taking advantage of 

Following his plea, a bail of 60.000€ was 

accused by the inquiry officer. 

The accused filed an application requesting the replacement of the restrictive 

mplaining that the bail was too high and that he did not have the 

financial resources to meet the bail amount, he proposed covering part of 

the amount through a mortgage registration in favour of the State on his 

the amount of 20.000 € 

€ on an apartment the accused owned.  

A bail was set as a restriction measure against a woman for the crimes of 

embezzlement perpetrated against the State. 

The accused filed an application to repeal the bail because her financial 

status would not allow her to cover the bail. The Council rejected her 

application on the grounds that she had omitted to disclose the death of her 

husband and the awarding of his pension to her by the social security 

organisation IKA. The Council concluded that she had also withheld 

information concerning her income which was linked to secret commercial activities. 

Baradaran Baughman, S. (2017), Costs of Pretrial Detention, Volume 97, Issue 1, Boston University 

www.bu.edu/bulawreview/files/2017/03/BAUGHMAN.pdf 
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SOCIAL LIFE

 

 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN

Social life is the individual’s interpersonal relationships with people within their immediate 

surroundings or general public. This is 

recreational activity, either independently or with a

respect, a recreational activity is an activity of leisure which is done for personal enjoyment

amusement or pleasure. Independently, activities 

Many recreational activities are o

entity, either free of charge or against a payment. Such activities may be educational, artistic, 

cultural, or sport related for example.

 

 
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT

Having a social life outside of an individual’s 

maintaining balance, personal development, stress relief, improving social interaction and 

communication, and the general development of social skills. It also allows an individual the 

opportunity to meet new people, develop new inter

which have an overall positive effect on their well

such as social isolation or those related to stress and how this affects a person’s mental and physical 

well-being. 

 

SOCIAL LIFE 

HAT DOES IT MEAN? 

individual’s interpersonal relationships with people within their immediate 

surroundings or general public. This is what a person usually does in his/her free time

recreational activity, either independently or with an organised group of other people. In this 

respect, a recreational activity is an activity of leisure which is done for personal enjoyment

. Independently, activities vary based on the individual’s personal interests. 

Many recreational activities are organised by a public institution, private organisation or an informal 

either free of charge or against a payment. Such activities may be educational, artistic, 

tural, or sport related for example. 

HY IS IT IMPORTANT? 

Having a social life outside of an individual’s time allocated to work and family

maintaining balance, personal development, stress relief, improving social interaction and 

and the general development of social skills. It also allows an individual the 

opportunity to meet new people, develop new interests, or learn new skills, among other benefits 

which have an overall positive effect on their well-being. This directly counteracts negative aspects 

such as social isolation or those related to stress and how this affects a person’s mental and physical 

 

individual’s interpersonal relationships with people within their immediate 

free time, usually as a 

group of other people. In this 

respect, a recreational activity is an activity of leisure which is done for personal enjoyment, 

vary based on the individual’s personal interests. 

rganised by a public institution, private organisation or an informal 

either free of charge or against a payment. Such activities may be educational, artistic, 

time allocated to work and family is very important in 

maintaining balance, personal development, stress relief, improving social interaction and 

and the general development of social skills. It also allows an individual the 

ests, or learn new skills, among other benefits 

being. This directly counteracts negative aspects 

such as social isolation or those related to stress and how this affects a person’s mental and physical 



 
HOW CAN CRIMINAL PROC

The effect that criminal proceedings will have on a

the scope and intensity of his/her social life. 

The immediate and most obvious effect of criminal

accused is their limited or no ability 

of the coercive measures imposed on them

when the defendant cannot attend activities due to 

presence in investigative actions and so on

measures that restrict the suspect’s or accused’s free movement 

some cases, of those affecting his/her economic situation (bail), especially when the financial 

resources necessary to comply with them would be at the expense of the costs related to social life.

The suspect or accused may be barred from participating in certain activities in a group setting, or if 

this is not the case, he/she may still face discrimination by members of an activity group or isolate 

themselves because of shame or fear of judgement. Such negativity may result 

potential resentment towards the criminal 

otherwise a source of positivity. 

Additionally, the fact that criminal proceedings can aff

directly related to the imposed coercive measures should also be considered

especially of persons entering the criminal justice system for the first time,where

personal emotional perceptions of the social environment changes as a consequence of the 

proceedings. Suspects and accused often 

less open and communicative. There are many examples of defen

social contacts either because they fear potential negative

questioned about the proceedings. 

proceedings continue, the greater their impact on the social life of the suspect or accused.

Last but not least, the social life of suspects and accused can suffer from the negative reaction of 

their own social circle, which, in many cases, would intentionally try to isolate them

own integrity. This is particularly true for cases where

proceedings have been disclosed to the public.

Finally, practice shows that, although compared to other negative consequences, the effect

proceedings on the social life of suspects or 

most difficult to overcome. There are cases in 

social life after the end of the proceedings, e

 

 
WHAT DO YOU NEED TO C

• Does the suspect or accused participate in any social activities? If yes, what are these activities 

and what is the suspect’s or accused involvement in them?

• Does the suspect or accused practice any organised social or recreational activities in a group 

setting? If yes, what are their modalities (location, frequency, financial conditions)?

• Will proceedings affect the suspect’s or accused’s ability to continue to be invo

social or recreational activities he/she is currently attending?

 

 

OW CAN CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS AFFECT IT? 

minal proceedings will have on a suspect’s or accused’s social life 

the scope and intensity of his/her social life.  

The immediate and most obvious effect of criminal proceedings on the social life of suspects

ability to continue being personally involved in social activities

the coercive measures imposed on them in the course of the proceedings. This w

attend activities due to detention, house arrest, travel ban, 

investigative actions and so on. This would be the immediate effect of most c

the suspect’s or accused’s free movement (detention, house arrest) and, in 

some cases, of those affecting his/her economic situation (bail), especially when the financial 

resources necessary to comply with them would be at the expense of the costs related to social life.

be barred from participating in certain activities in a group setting, or if 

this is not the case, he/she may still face discrimination by members of an activity group or isolate 

themselves because of shame or fear of judgement. Such negativity may result 

potential resentment towards the criminal justice system for affecting their 

 

he fact that criminal proceedings can affect a person's social life for

ed coercive measures should also be considered. There are 

especially of persons entering the criminal justice system for the first time,where

personal emotional perceptions of the social environment changes as a consequence of the 

proceedings. Suspects and accused often succumb to fear, anxiety and shame

less open and communicative. There are many examples of defendants intentionally 

either because they fear potential negative attitude or are afraid that they may be 

proceedings. This effect intensifies over time and the longer the criminal 

greater their impact on the social life of the suspect or accused.

Last but not least, the social life of suspects and accused can suffer from the negative reaction of 

their own social circle, which, in many cases, would intentionally try to isolate them

This is particularly true for cases where, in one way or another, information about the 

proceedings have been disclosed to the public. 

ractice shows that, although compared to other negative consequences, the effect

proceedings on the social life of suspects or accused is usually less important, in many cases it is the 

most difficult to overcome. There are cases in which defendantshave failed to regain their

end of the proceedings, even when they have been for not guilty on all charges.

HAT DO YOU NEED TO CHECK? 

Does the suspect or accused participate in any social activities? If yes, what are these activities 

and what is the suspect’s or accused involvement in them? 

suspect or accused practice any organised social or recreational activities in a group 

setting? If yes, what are their modalities (location, frequency, financial conditions)?

Will proceedings affect the suspect’s or accused’s ability to continue to be invo

social or recreational activities he/she is currently attending? 

or accused’s social life depends a lot on 

proceedings on the social life of suspects and 

social activities because 

This would be the case 

detention, house arrest, travel ban, required 

This would be the immediate effect of most coercive 

etention, house arrest) and, in 

some cases, of those affecting his/her economic situation (bail), especially when the financial 

resources necessary to comply with them would be at the expense of the costs related to social life. 

be barred from participating in certain activities in a group setting, or if 

this is not the case, he/she may still face discrimination by members of an activity group or isolate 

themselves because of shame or fear of judgement. Such negativity may result in reclusiveness or 

 social life, which is 

ect a person's social life for reasons not 

. There are many cases, 

especially of persons entering the criminal justice system for the first time,where the individual’s 

personal emotional perceptions of the social environment changes as a consequence of the 

shame, which makes them 

dants intentionally limiting their 

are afraid that they may be 

This effect intensifies over time and the longer the criminal 

greater their impact on the social life of the suspect or accused. 

Last but not least, the social life of suspects and accused can suffer from the negative reaction of 

their own social circle, which, in many cases, would intentionally try to isolate them to preserve its 

, in one way or another, information about the 

ractice shows that, although compared to other negative consequences, the effect of 

, in many cases it is the 

which defendantshave failed to regain their previous 

for not guilty on all charges. 

Does the suspect or accused participate in any social activities? If yes, what are these activities 

suspect or accused practice any organised social or recreational activities in a group 

setting? If yes, what are their modalities (location, frequency, financial conditions)? 

Will proceedings affect the suspect’s or accused’s ability to continue to be involved in any of the 



 
WHAT DOES THE COURT S

 

A man was accused of buying, possessing, distributing and using drugs. The 

inquiry officer and prosecutor could not agree on the restriction 

that should be imposed against him. The Council examined his case and 

found that the man was going

old. He was educated and living in an organised

environment. For these reasons, the Co

prosecutor’s opinion and impose the restriction measures of 1 million 

drachmas (3000€) in bail, a ban from leaving the country and appearing twice a month at the 

police station of his residence area.

 

A man was accused of 

with a soccer match’s results. During the pre

refrain from participating in any soccer

measure. The accused continued to attend matches a

the championship he visited the players’ locker room to congratulate them. 

The prosecutor, following publications in the Media, proposed to the Council 

the replacement of the restriction measures with pre

accused refused to conform to the restriction measures

and decided thathe should be placed in pre
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HAT DOES THE COURT SAY? 

A man was accused of buying, possessing, distributing and using drugs. The 

inquiry officer and prosecutor could not agree on the restriction 

that should be imposed against him. The Council examined his case and 

found that the man was going through a post-teen period and was 

old. He was educated and living in an organised and stable

environment. For these reasons, the Council decided to support the 

prosecutor’s opinion and impose the restriction measures of 1 million 

, a ban from leaving the country and appearing twice a month at the 

station of his residence area. 

A man was accused of participating in a criminal organisation and tampering 

with a soccer match’s results. During the pre-trial phase he was ordered to 

refrain from participating in any soccer-related activity as a restriction 

measure. The accused continued to attend matches and when his team won 

the championship he visited the players’ locker room to congratulate them. 

The prosecutor, following publications in the Media, proposed to the Council 

the replacement of the restriction measures with pre-trial detention

d refused to conform to the restriction measures. The Council agreed with the prosecutor 

should be placed in pre-trial detention.  
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A man was accused of buying, possessing, distributing and using drugs. The 
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MEDIA EXPOSURE

 

 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN

Media exposure relates to the media 

from newspapers, televised news, online news outlets or any other media that reaches large 

audience through mass communication. It concerns the information about the proceedings that is 

shared with the general public, and can include details about the suspect or accused, the crime, or 

the course of the proceedings. 

 

 
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT

Awareness of media exposure is important in that it relates to the making available of information 

relating to an individual who may or may not want their details and circumstances to be made 

public. Although a suspect’s or accused’s personal preference to media exposure is not relevant, 

except in the case of children, such media exposure would inadvertently aff

circumstances. There may not be a public presumption of innocence, where the public may create 

biased opinions based on details shared by the media. This will have an effect on how a suspect or 

accused is treated or perceived by the public, and

reintegration, particularly if they are later found not guilty

persons is sentenced to probation or community service.

 

MEDIA EXPOSURE 

HAT DOES IT MEAN? 

Media exposure relates to the media coverage and publicity that criminal proceedings will receive 

from newspapers, televised news, online news outlets or any other media that reaches large 

audience through mass communication. It concerns the information about the proceedings that is 

ith the general public, and can include details about the suspect or accused, the crime, or 

HY IS IT IMPORTANT? 

Awareness of media exposure is important in that it relates to the making available of information 

to an individual who may or may not want their details and circumstances to be made 

public. Although a suspect’s or accused’s personal preference to media exposure is not relevant, 

except in the case of children, such media exposure would inadvertently aff

circumstances. There may not be a public presumption of innocence, where the public may create 

biased opinions based on details shared by the media. This will have an effect on how a suspect or 

accused is treated or perceived by the public, and may create difficulties in their standard of living or 

reintegration, particularly if they are later found not guilty, charges are dropped or dismissed, or the 

persons is sentenced to probation or community service. 

 

coverage and publicity that criminal proceedings will receive 

from newspapers, televised news, online news outlets or any other media that reaches large 

audience through mass communication. It concerns the information about the proceedings that is 

ith the general public, and can include details about the suspect or accused, the crime, or 

Awareness of media exposure is important in that it relates to the making available of information 

to an individual who may or may not want their details and circumstances to be made 

public. Although a suspect’s or accused’s personal preference to media exposure is not relevant, 

except in the case of children, such media exposure would inadvertently affect his/her 

circumstances. There may not be a public presumption of innocence, where the public may create 

biased opinions based on details shared by the media. This will have an effect on how a suspect or 

may create difficulties in their standard of living or 

, charges are dropped or dismissed, or the 



 
HOW CAN CRIMINAL PROC

Criminal proceedings often draw much media coverage, and 

the community from which a suspect or accused is originating, or from where he/she is facing 

criminal proceedings. 

The effect of media coverage of 

the suspect or accused is presented in the media, the volume and nature of the information 

disclosed, and the person's recognisability in the community. In most cases, disseminating 

information about the defendant through the media damages his/her reputation in the community, 

especially if the person is easily identifiable within the community. In small communities where most 

people know each other, the publication of information about the pr

have very serious negative consequences for the social situation of the suspect or accused and 

his/her family. 

Media coverage often interferes with the defendant's privacy, since, along with information directly 

related to the proceedings, data about the personal life of the suspect or accused that are directly 

related to the case, are also disclosed to the public. These may include information about the 

suspect’s or accused’s marital status, professional career, property and so o

this information is interpreted by the media can form certain attitudes among the audience, 

resulting in a negative attitude towards the accused and his/her family members.

The negative effect of media coverage can be p

involving the accused are shown

search or interrogation, can affect the person’s reputation by presenting him/her 

position in front of the general public.

Aside from bringing his/her circumstances to the awareness of the public, a suspect or accused will 

often face personal consequences from the media exposure in the form of guilt or shame, thereby 

affecting his/her mental well-being or po

detrimental effect to his/her family or relatives who may either face support or discrimination and 

isolation from the community. Moreover, media exposure would more widely affect a suspect’s or 

accused’s future prospects (education, employment, political career)

public and easily accessible for a long period of time

Last but not least, disseminating information about the suspect or accused can turn him/her and 

his/her family members into a subject of long

under additional pressure. 

 

 
WHAT DO YOU NEED TO C

• What information about the proceedings has beenor will be 

information make the suspect or accused identifiable? 

• Is the release ofinformation 

• Are the media informed in advance about the time and place of procedural actions involving the 

suspect or accused (detention, question

pictures or videos? 

• Have law enforcement or judicial bod

comments on the case? 

• Is the suspect or accused a public figure? If yes, what are the public atti

OW CAN CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS AFFECT IT? 

draw much media coverage, and are a matter of particular interest for 

the community from which a suspect or accused is originating, or from where he/she is facing 

The effect of media coverage of criminal proceedings depends on various factors: the way in which 

the suspect or accused is presented in the media, the volume and nature of the information 

disclosed, and the person's recognisability in the community. In most cases, disseminating 

ion about the defendant through the media damages his/her reputation in the community, 

especially if the person is easily identifiable within the community. In small communities where most 

people know each other, the publication of information about the proceedings in the media can 

have very serious negative consequences for the social situation of the suspect or accused and 

Media coverage often interferes with the defendant's privacy, since, along with information directly 

oceedings, data about the personal life of the suspect or accused that are directly 

related to the case, are also disclosed to the public. These may include information about the 

suspect’s or accused’s marital status, professional career, property and so on. The manner in which 

this information is interpreted by the media can form certain attitudes among the audience, 

resulting in a negative attitude towards the accused and his/her family members.

The negative effect of media coverage can be particularly strong if specific procedural actions 

are shown. Dissemination of photos or videos from actions such as detention, 

can affect the person’s reputation by presenting him/her 

he general public. 

side from bringing his/her circumstances to the awareness of the public, a suspect or accused will 

face personal consequences from the media exposure in the form of guilt or shame, thereby 

being or potential reintegration. Additionally, it will have a largely 

detrimental effect to his/her family or relatives who may either face support or discrimination and 

isolation from the community. Moreover, media exposure would more widely affect a suspect’s or 

(education, employment, political career) as information will remain 

for a long period of time. 

Last but not least, disseminating information about the suspect or accused can turn him/her and 

amily members into a subject of long-term media interest that would put these persons 

HAT DO YOU NEED TO CHECK? 

about the proceedings has beenor will be disclosed to the public?

e suspect or accused identifiable?  

 about the proceedings reasonable in the public interest?

Are the media informed in advance about the time and place of procedural actions involving the 

suspect or accused (detention, questioning, hearing)? If yes, are the media allowed to take 

law enforcement or judicial bodiesmade public statements to the media 

Is the suspect or accused a public figure? If yes, what are the public attitudes towards him/her?

a matter of particular interest for 

the community from which a suspect or accused is originating, or from where he/she is facing 

criminal proceedings depends on various factors: the way in which 

the suspect or accused is presented in the media, the volume and nature of the information 

disclosed, and the person's recognisability in the community. In most cases, disseminating 

ion about the defendant through the media damages his/her reputation in the community, 

especially if the person is easily identifiable within the community. In small communities where most 

oceedings in the media can 

have very serious negative consequences for the social situation of the suspect or accused and 

Media coverage often interferes with the defendant's privacy, since, along with information directly 

oceedings, data about the personal life of the suspect or accused that are directly 

related to the case, are also disclosed to the public. These may include information about the 

n. The manner in which 

this information is interpreted by the media can form certain attitudes among the audience, 

resulting in a negative attitude towards the accused and his/her family members. 

specific procedural actions 

. Dissemination of photos or videos from actions such as detention, 

can affect the person’s reputation by presenting him/her in a humiliating 

side from bringing his/her circumstances to the awareness of the public, a suspect or accused will 

face personal consequences from the media exposure in the form of guilt or shame, thereby 

tential reintegration. Additionally, it will have a largely 

detrimental effect to his/her family or relatives who may either face support or discrimination and 

isolation from the community. Moreover, media exposure would more widely affect a suspect’s or 

as information will remain 

Last but not least, disseminating information about the suspect or accused can turn him/her and 

term media interest that would put these persons 

disclosed to the public?Willthis 

reasonable in the public interest? 

Are the media informed in advance about the time and place of procedural actions involving the 

ing, hearing)? If yes, are the media allowed to take 

iesmade public statements to the media containing 

tudes towards him/her? 



 

 
WHAT DOES THE COURT S

 

A man, working as a head of unit in the municipal administration, was 

accused of abuse of office, arrested at his workplace and 24 hours later 

placed under mandatory reporting (a measure consisting of a

one’s place of residence without permission). About one year later, still at 

the pre-trial stage, the case was closed and the defendant was released from 

the imposed measure. At the beginning of the investigation, the case was 

broadly exposed

the initials of the defendant and a reference to his position in the municipal administration, which 

made his identity clearly identifiable for the local community. After the case was closed, the

defendant applied to the court asking for compensation for the damages suffered as a result of 

the proceedings. After examining the case, the court awarded a compensation of 5,000 Euro, 

explicitly noting that the amount was higher compared to other simila

exposure, which had seriously affected the defendant’s public standing, self

relations with family and friends.

 

A newspaper published an article concerning a former President of 

Parliament and Ministers who 

and illicit enrichment. The newspaper’s editor and the reporter behind the 

article were accused of violating t

the case-file 

the Prosecutor decided to end the criminal proceedings and file the case 

based on the principle of freedom of the press. The Prosecutor found that 

the criminal act was justified by the need to inform the public on a case of public inter

the case concerned public figures, the actions of whom are always subject to public scrutiny.

 

 
ADDITIONAL READING

Howell-Collins, M.C. (2012), Court of Public Opinion: How the Convicted Perceive Mass Media Have 

Affected Their Criminal Trials and Personal Lives, Mass Communications 
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Bruschke, J., Loges W.E. (2006), Relationship BetweenPretrial Publicity and Trial Outcomes, Volume

49, Issue 4, Journal of Communication

Gilliam, Jr. F., Iyengar, S. (2000), Prime Suspects: The Influence of Local Television News on the 
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available at www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Hype
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HAT DOES THE COURT SAY? 

A man, working as a head of unit in the municipal administration, was 

accused of abuse of office, arrested at his workplace and 24 hours later 

placed under mandatory reporting (a measure consisting of a

one’s place of residence without permission). About one year later, still at 

trial stage, the case was closed and the defendant was released from 

the imposed measure. At the beginning of the investigation, the case was 

broadly exposed in the local media. Some of the media publications included 

the initials of the defendant and a reference to his position in the municipal administration, which 

made his identity clearly identifiable for the local community. After the case was closed, the

defendant applied to the court asking for compensation for the damages suffered as a result of 

the proceedings. After examining the case, the court awarded a compensation of 5,000 Euro, 

explicitly noting that the amount was higher compared to other similar cases due to the media 

exposure, which had seriously affected the defendant’s public standing, self

relations with family and friends. 

A newspaper published an article concerning a former President of 

Parliament and Ministers who appeared to be involved in a tax evasion case 

and illicit enrichment. The newspaper’s editor and the reporter behind the 

article were accused of violating the secrecy of the investigation, accessing 

file and for disrespecting the personality of the accused. However, 

the Prosecutor decided to end the criminal proceedings and file the case 

based on the principle of freedom of the press. The Prosecutor found that 

the criminal act was justified by the need to inform the public on a case of public inter

the case concerned public figures, the actions of whom are always subject to public scrutiny.

DDITIONAL READING 

Collins, M.C. (2012), Court of Public Opinion: How the Convicted Perceive Mass Media Have 

Affected Their Criminal Trials and Personal Lives, Mass Communications – Dissertation Paper 90, 

Syracuse University, available at 
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Bruschke, J., Loges W.E. (2006), Relationship BetweenPretrial Publicity and Trial Outcomes, Volume

49, Issue 4, Journal of Communication 
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A man, working as a head of unit in the municipal administration, was 

accused of abuse of office, arrested at his workplace and 24 hours later 

placed under mandatory reporting (a measure consisting of a ban to leave 

one’s place of residence without permission). About one year later, still at 

trial stage, the case was closed and the defendant was released from 

the imposed measure. At the beginning of the investigation, the case was 

in the local media. Some of the media publications included 

the initials of the defendant and a reference to his position in the municipal administration, which 

made his identity clearly identifiable for the local community. After the case was closed, the 

defendant applied to the court asking for compensation for the damages suffered as a result of 

the proceedings. After examining the case, the court awarded a compensation of 5,000 Euro, 

r cases due to the media 

exposure, which had seriously affected the defendant’s public standing, self-confidence and 

A newspaper published an article concerning a former President of 

appeared to be involved in a tax evasion case 

and illicit enrichment. The newspaper’s editor and the reporter behind the 

he secrecy of the investigation, accessing 

e accused. However, 

the Prosecutor decided to end the criminal proceedings and file the case 

based on the principle of freedom of the press. The Prosecutor found that 

the criminal act was justified by the need to inform the public on a case of public interest and that 

the case concerned public figures, the actions of whom are always subject to public scrutiny. 

Collins, M.C. (2012), Court of Public Opinion: How the Convicted Perceive Mass Media Have 

Dissertation Paper 90, 

Syracuse University, available at 

Bruschke, J., Loges W.E. (2006), Relationship BetweenPretrial Publicity and Trial Outcomes, Volume 

Gilliam, Jr. F., Iyengar, S. (2000), Prime Suspects: The Influence of Local Television News on the 

Viewing Public, Volume 44, Issue 3, American Journal of Political Science, available at 

Fein, S., Morgan, S., Norton, M., Sommers, S. (1997), Hype and Suspicion: The Effects of Pretrial 

Journal of Social Issues, 
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POLITICAL PARTICIPATION

 

 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN

Political participation is usually defined 

individuals in political processes and opinion

elections (as voters and/or candidates)

political addresses, signing petitions

activism, whereby activism refers to 

economic, or environmental change.

 

 
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT

Having the opportunity to participate politically is a key fundamental right within many countries, 

and allows for individual autonomy and decision

in a process or system which would have an effect on their own life. Moreover, i

responsibility, and creates unity between individuals who share the same views, ideals, or political 

opinions. 

 

POLITICAL PARTICIPATION

HAT DOES IT MEAN? 

is usually defined as citizens’ activities affecting politics. The

individuals in political processes and opinion can take various forms, such as participating in political 

elections (as voters and/or candidates), demonstrating, holding rallies, delivering

signing petitions, volunteering and so on. It may include political or social 

activism, whereby activism refers to any efforts to promote, direct, or intervene in social, political, 

economic, or environmental change. 

HY IS IT IMPORTANT? 

participate politically is a key fundamental right within many countries, 

and allows for individual autonomy and decision-making. It is a chance for an individual to take part 

in a process or system which would have an effect on their own life. Moreover, i

responsibility, and creates unity between individuals who share the same views, ideals, or political 

POLITICAL PARTICIPATION 

 

as citizens’ activities affecting politics. The involvement of 

ke various forms, such as participating in political 

delivering speeches or 

It may include political or social 

intervene in social, political, 

participate politically is a key fundamental right within many countries, 

making. It is a chance for an individual to take part 

in a process or system which would have an effect on their own life. Moreover, it provides a sense of 

responsibility, and creates unity between individuals who share the same views, ideals, or political 



 
HOW CAN CRIMINAL PROC

The main way that criminal proceedings would affect a suspect

is by barring him/her from such participation.

legal prohibition, but is the result of the constraints on which the accused is subjected in the course 

of proceedings. 

Overall, criminal proceedings in themselves are not a 

accused of voting rights during elections

may be subjected to in the course of 

example, is one such measure. Detainees, who are not yet convicted,

countries around the world. However,

be legally allowed to vote, but the failure to provide voting facilities in the place of detention would 

practically prevent him/her from exercising this right.

All coercive measures restricting the free movement of the 

impeding the exercise of voting

exercise them. For example, defendants under house arrest will have to request and obtain 

permission to leave the place where this measure is being 

polling station. A travel or residence ban 

within the perimeter covered by the ban.

The suspect’s or accused's right to participate in political elections as a candidate may also be 

affected by the criminal proceedings against him/her. Although in most countries the proceedings 

are not a formal obstacle to participation in elections (and 

provide immunity from prosecution), practice shows that in many cases the person alone steps 

down or the political party behind him/her withdraws his/her nomination in order to avoid a 

possible negative effect of the cr

such an effect is also observed in terms of 

or its leadership. 

The same applies to the participation of the suspect or accused in 

elections (membership in or financial support to a political party, volunteering, 

Criminal proceedings do not in themselves prevent such participation, but the coercive measures the

person may be subjected to may

political cause with which he/she

 

 
WHAT DO YOU NEED TO C

• Is the suspect or accused a member of any political party

his/her role in it? 

• If there are upcoming political elections, i

yes, how will proceedings affect his/her participation in the elections?

• If there are upcoming political elections, will the suspect or accused be 

criminal proceedings against him/her are 

• Will the criminal proceedings restrict the suspect’s or accused's ability to participate, personally 

or financially, in political life?

• Is the suspect or accused a political figure? If 

political career? 

OW CAN CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS AFFECT IT? 

The main way that criminal proceedings would affect a suspect’s or accused’s political participation 

im/her from such participation. In most cases, this effect is not the result of an explicit 

legal prohibition, but is the result of the constraints on which the accused is subjected in the course 

in themselves are not a legal ground for depriving the suspect or 

accused of voting rights during elections or referendums. However, the coercive measures 

may be subjected to in the course of the proceedings can have such an effect. 

example, is one such measure. Detainees, who are not yet convicted, have the right to vote in mos

countries around the world. However, not everywhere this is adequately facilitated

o vote, but the failure to provide voting facilities in the place of detention would 

practically prevent him/her from exercising this right. 

measures restricting the free movement of the suspect or accused, although not direct

xercise of voting rights, may create difficulties that would discourage the person to

. For example, defendants under house arrest will have to request and obtain 

permission to leave the place where this measure is being applied in order to be

travel or residence ban can have a similar effect when the polling station is located 

perimeter covered by the ban. 

The suspect’s or accused's right to participate in political elections as a candidate may also be 

affected by the criminal proceedings against him/her. Although in most countries the proceedings 

are not a formal obstacle to participation in elections (and in some countries even the elections 

provide immunity from prosecution), practice shows that in many cases the person alone steps 

down or the political party behind him/her withdraws his/her nomination in order to avoid a 

possible negative effect of the criminal proceedings on the election results. Although not so often, 

such an effect is also observed in terms of the suspect’s or accused’s membership in a 

The same applies to the participation of the suspect or accused in political life outside of the 

elections (membership in or financial support to a political party, volunteering, 

Criminal proceedings do not in themselves prevent such participation, but the coercive measures the

to may limit his/her ability to contribute, personally or financially,

/she is engaged. 

HAT DO YOU NEED TO CHECK? 

a member of any political party or similar organisation

If there are upcoming political elections, is the suspect or accused registered as candidate

yes, how will proceedings affect his/her participation in the elections? 

If there are upcoming political elections, will the suspect or accused be 

criminal proceedings against him/her are not over? 

Will the criminal proceedings restrict the suspect’s or accused's ability to participate, personally 

? 

Is the suspect or accused a political figure? If yes, what are the public attitudes towards his/her 

or accused’s political participation 

In most cases, this effect is not the result of an explicit 

legal prohibition, but is the result of the constraints on which the accused is subjected in the course 

ground for depriving the suspect or 

. However, the coercive measures he/she 

have such an effect. Detention, for 

have the right to vote in most 

this is adequately facilitated. A detainee can 

o vote, but the failure to provide voting facilities in the place of detention would 

accused, although not directly 

that would discourage the person to 

. For example, defendants under house arrest will have to request and obtain 

applied in order to be able to go to the 

polling station is located 

The suspect’s or accused's right to participate in political elections as a candidate may also be 

affected by the criminal proceedings against him/her. Although in most countries the proceedings 

in some countries even the elections 

provide immunity from prosecution), practice shows that in many cases the person alone steps 

down or the political party behind him/her withdraws his/her nomination in order to avoid a 

iminal proceedings on the election results. Although not so often, 

the suspect’s or accused’s membership in a political party 

political life outside of the 

elections (membership in or financial support to a political party, volunteering, campaigning). 

Criminal proceedings do not in themselves prevent such participation, but the coercive measures the 

contribute, personally or financially, to the 

or similar organisation? If yes, what is 

s the suspect or accused registered as candidate? If 

If there are upcoming political elections, will the suspect or accused be able to vote if the 

Will the criminal proceedings restrict the suspect’s or accused's ability to participate, personally 

yes, what are the public attitudes towards his/her 



 

 
WHAT DOES THE COURT S

 

A man was accused of embezzlement of public funds. The case lasted four 

and half years and ended with acquittal. After that, the defendant applied to 

the court asking for compensation of the damages suffered as a result of the 

proceedings. Among the damages claimed, the defendant referred to the 

negative impact of the case on his political career. Before the proceedings, 

he was nominated as a candidate for 

but his nomination was withdrawn because of the charges against him. After 

examining the case, the court concluded that the criminal proceedings against the defendant had 

mostly affected his political career. He was a

friends, but his credibility among the members of his political party was seriously compromised, 

his nomination for the upcoming local elections was withdrawn and this had practically out an end 

to his political ambitions. As a compensation for these damages the court awarded the amount of 

7,500 Euro. 

 

A man was accused of mismanagement of public property and throughout 

the proceedings, which lasted about three and a half years, was under 

mandatory 

residence without permission). At the end of the proceedings the defendant 

was found not guilty, the criminal case was closed, but he filed a civil claim 

asking for compensation of the damage

proceedings against him. The defendant claimed, among other things, that 

the proceedings had affected his political career. After examining the case, the court dismissed 

this claim, concluding that there was no evidence that th

party and had been expelled from it, or had applied for membership, which was refused in 

connection with the criminal proceedings against him. As a result, the court awarded a 

compensation of 2,000 Euro, which covere

reputation. 
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HAT DOES THE COURT SAY? 

A man was accused of embezzlement of public funds. The case lasted four 

and half years and ended with acquittal. After that, the defendant applied to 

court asking for compensation of the damages suffered as a result of the 

proceedings. Among the damages claimed, the defendant referred to the 

negative impact of the case on his political career. Before the proceedings, 

he was nominated as a candidate for member of the local municipal council, 

but his nomination was withdrawn because of the charges against him. After 

examining the case, the court concluded that the criminal proceedings against the defendant had 

mostly affected his political career. He was able to preserve his relationships with his family and 

friends, but his credibility among the members of his political party was seriously compromised, 

his nomination for the upcoming local elections was withdrawn and this had practically out an end 

political ambitions. As a compensation for these damages the court awarded the amount of 

A man was accused of mismanagement of public property and throughout 

the proceedings, which lasted about three and a half years, was under 

mandatory reporting (a measure consisting of a ban to leave one’s place of 

residence without permission). At the end of the proceedings the defendant 

was found not guilty, the criminal case was closed, but he filed a civil claim 

asking for compensation of the damages he had suffered during the 

proceedings against him. The defendant claimed, among other things, that 

the proceedings had affected his political career. After examining the case, the court dismissed 

this claim, concluding that there was no evidence that the defendant was a member of a political 

party and had been expelled from it, or had applied for membership, which was refused in 

connection with the criminal proceedings against him. As a result, the court awarded a 

compensation of 2,000 Euro, which covered only the defendant’s emotional stress and damaged 
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IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

QUESTIONNAIRE

 

HOW DOES IT WORK?

The purpose of the present questionnaire is to assess the potential impact of criminal proceedings, 

and the restrictive measures applied by judicial and law enforcement authorities in the framework 

of these proceedings, on the social situation of the suspe

For each question, choose the answer that best matches the situation of the suspect or accused. To 

answer the questions, use all the 

law enforcement agencies, evidence ga

questioning of the suspect or accused

in the calculation table at the end of the questionnaire, calculate the result using the instruc

the table and use the figure on the last page for interpretation of the result.

Q1 

To what extent will the suspect or accused be able to live with the same person(s), 

with whom he/she currently lives?

Before answering this question, please check with whom the suspect or accused is 

currently living. These persons can be the suspect’s or accused’s spouse, partner, 

children, parents, siblings, other relatives, roommates, etc. The 

relationship between the suspect or accused and the persons, with whom he/she is 

living, is irrelevant. Living with someone means sharing the same accommodation, 

irrespective of the ownership of the property and the legal grounds, on which the 

ASSESSMENT 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

? 

The purpose of the present questionnaire is to assess the potential impact of criminal proceedings, 

and the restrictive measures applied by judicial and law enforcement authorities in the framework 

of these proceedings, on the social situation of the suspect and accused.  

For each question, choose the answer that best matches the situation of the suspect or accused. To 

the available informationcollected so far: operational data collected by 

law enforcement agencies, evidence gathered by investigative authorities, information from the 

questioning of the suspect or accused, other publicly available information, etc. Insert your answers 

in the calculation table at the end of the questionnaire, calculate the result using the instruc

the table and use the figure on the last page for interpretation of the result. 

To what extent will the suspect or accused be able to live with the same person(s), 

with whom he/she currently lives? 

Before answering this question, please check with whom the suspect or accused is 

currently living. These persons can be the suspect’s or accused’s spouse, partner, 

children, parents, siblings, other relatives, roommates, etc. The 

between the suspect or accused and the persons, with whom he/she is 

living, is irrelevant. Living with someone means sharing the same accommodation, 

irrespective of the ownership of the property and the legal grounds, on which the 

 

The purpose of the present questionnaire is to assess the potential impact of criminal proceedings, 

and the restrictive measures applied by judicial and law enforcement authorities in the framework 

For each question, choose the answer that best matches the situation of the suspect or accused. To 

operational data collected by 

thered by investigative authorities, information from the 

, other publicly available information, etc. Insert your answers 

in the calculation table at the end of the questionnaire, calculate the result using the instructions in 

To what extent will the suspect or accused be able to live with the same person(s), 

Before answering this question, please check with whom the suspect or accused is 

currently living. These persons can be the suspect’s or accused’s spouse, partner, 

children, parents, siblings, other relatives, roommates, etc. The nature of the 

between the suspect or accused and the persons, with whom he/she is 

living, is irrelevant. Living with someone means sharing the same accommodation, 

irrespective of the ownership of the property and the legal grounds, on which the 



suspect or accused is using it (ownership, rent, public or social housing, etc.).  

 

A 

The suspect or accused will not be able to live with the same person(s), with 

whom he/she currently lives. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused will be permanently accommodated 

in a place outside his/her home (e.g. in detention) or will not be allowed to 

access his/her home during the proceedings (e.g. due to a residence ban 

covering the location where his/her home is).  

 

B 

The suspect or accused will be able to live with the same person(s), with 

whom he/she currently lives, but only during certain periods of time. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused will be accommodated in a place 

outside his/her home, but only for certain periods of time (e.g. part-time 

detention during the night or during weekends). 

 

C 

The suspect or accused will be able to live with the same person(s), with 

whom he/she currently lives. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused will continue to live at his/her home 

with the same persons with whom he/she currently lives. 

 

D 
Not applicable. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused lives alone. 
 

 

Q2 

To what extent will the suspect or accused be able to meet the person(s), with whom 

he/she maintains regular face-to-face communication? 

Before answering this question, please check with whom and how the suspect or accused 

maintains regular face-to-face communication. These persons must not be the same as the ones 

with whom the suspect or accused lives together (see Q1 above). They can be members of the 

suspect’s or accused’s family, other relatives, colleagues (with whom the suspect or accused 

meets outside their workplace), neighbours, friends, etc. Communication is regular if it takes 

place at least three times a month (if the persons live in the same location) or at least once in 

three months (if they live in different locations and have to travel to meet each other).  

 

A 

The suspect or accused will not be able to meet freely with the person(s), with 

whom he/she maintains regular face-to-face communication. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused will not be able to meet these persons 

whenever they wish (e.g. if a permission by a public authority must be obtained in 

advance, if themeetingcan take place only at a certain time, etc.).  

 

B 

The suspect or accused will be able to meet freely with the person(s), with 

whom he/she maintains regular face-to-face communication, but only under 

certain conditions. 

Check this answer the suspect or accused will be able to meet these persons whenever 

they wish, but only if certain conditions are observed (e.g. they can meet at any time 

but only at a specific location, etc.). 

 



C 

The suspect or accused will be able to meet freely with the person(s), with 

whom he/she maintains regular face-to-face communication. 

Check this answer if the face-to-face communication between the suspect or accused 

and these persons will not be restricted. 

 

D 
Not applicable. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused does not maintain regular face-to-face 

contacts with anyone. 

 

 

Q3 

To what extent will the suspect or accused be able to regularly contact the person(s), 

with whom he/she maintains regular remote communication? 

Before answering this question, please check with whom and how the suspect or accused 

maintains regular remote communication. These persons must not be the same as the ones with 

whom the suspect or accused lives together (see Q1 above), but can include those, with whom 

the suspect or accused regularly meets (see Q2 above). Such persons can be members of the 

suspect’s or accused’s family, other relatives, colleagues (with whom the suspect or accused 

talks outside their workplace), neighbours, friends, etc. Remote communication is any 

communication where the communicating persons are not physically present at the same place. 

It can be done by phone (land line or mobile), e-mail, messenger (text and/or video), etc. 

Communication is regular if it takes place at least once a week.  

 

A 

The suspect or accused will not be able to contact freely the person(s), with 

whom he/she maintains regular remote communication. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused will not have permanent access to all means 

of communication, which he/she is currently using (e.g. no regular access to internet for 

using e-mail or messenger, restricted access to phone, limited or no possibility for 

receiving incoming calls, etc.).  

 

B 

The suspect or accused will be able to contact freely the person(s), with 

whom he/she maintains regular remote communication, but only under 

certain conditions. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused will be have permanent access to some of 

the means of communication, which he/she is currently using (e.g. unrestricted access 

to a phone, but no access to internet, etc.). 

 

C 

The suspect or accused will be able to contact freely the person(s), with 

whom he/she maintains regular remote communication. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused will have permanent access to all means of 

communication, which he/she is currently using. 

 

D 
Not applicable. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused does not maintain regular remote 

communication with anyone. 

 

 

Q4 
To what extent will the suspect or accused be able to take care of the person(s), who 

are dependent on him/her? 

Before answering this question, please check if there are any persons, who are dependent on the 

suspect or accused. Dependants can include persons, who rely on the financial support of the 



suspect or accused as a primary source of income and/or on his/her personal care. These can be 

children, elderly parents or other relatives, persons with disabilities, etc. The particular relation 

between the suspect or accused and his/her dependants is irrelevant. The only relevant 

circumstance is the support (financial and/or personal) that these persons receive from the 

suspect or accused.  

 

A 

The suspect or accused will not be able to take care of these persons. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused will not be in a position to take care of 

these persons, because he/she will be physically separated from them (e.g. in case of 

detention) or will not have immediate access to them (e.g. in case of residence ban 

covering the area where these persons live).   

 

B 

The suspect or accused will be able to take care of these persons, with certain 

exceptions. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused will not be able to take care of these 

persons only in certain specific cases (e.g. to accompany them to a place, which he/she 

is not allowed to visit, to travel with them to another location in case of a travel ban, 

etc.). 

 

C 

The suspect or accused will be able to take full care of these persons as 

before. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused will be in a position to provide the same 

care to these persons as before. 

 

D 
Not applicable. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused does not have any persons depending on 

his/her financial support and/or personal care. 

 

 

Q5 

To what extent will the suspect or accused be able to practice his/her main 

occupation? 

Before answering this question, please check what is the suspect’s or accused’s main occupation 

and what are his/her responsibilities related to it. The main occupation can be either work (full-

time or part-time job, self-employment, operation of own business, etc.) or studying (primary or 

secondary education, university education, part time / distance learning, etc.). Responsibilities 

related to the occupation can include working time, mandatory presence or availability, travel-

related obligations, etc.). 

 

A 

The suspect or accused will not be able to practice his/her main occupation. 

Check this answer if the proceedings will not allow the suspect or accused to perform 

the main obligations related to his/her occupation, irrespective of whether he/she will 

formally preserve this occupation (e.g. by taking an unpaid leave) or will have it 

formally discontinued (e.g. by being dismissed from work or school). 

 

B 

The suspect or accused will be able to partially practice his/her main 

occupation. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused will not be able to perform some of his/her 

obligations, but this will not affect his/her main responsibilities (e.g. if the suspect or 

accused will not be able to go to business trips, but will be able to perform all of his/her 

other obligations). 

 



C 
The suspect or accused will be able to practice his/her occupation as before. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused will continue to perform all of his/her 

obligations without any restriction. 

 

D 
Not applicable. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused has no occupation (he/she neither works 

nor studies). 

 

 

Q6 

To what extent will the regular income of the suspect or accused change? 

Before answering this question, please check what is the regular income of the suspect or 

accused and what are the conditions enabling him/her to receive it. Regular income means 

financial resources, which the suspect or accused receives or is supposed to receive on a regular 

basis. This can be remuneration for work, social assistance allowances, pension, scholarship, 

profit from commercial activity, rental income, etc. The conditions for receiving the income can 

be eligibility requirements listed in the law (e.g. pending proceedings can be among the exclusion 

criteria for a certain job) or practical prerequisites (e.g. the payment of a scholarship can require 

regular attendance of lectures and workshops). 

 

A 

The suspect or accused will lose a significant share of his/her regular income. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused will not have full access to his/her main or 

only source of income, irrespective of whether he/she will regain access and/or obtain 

compensation for the lost income at a later stage (e.g. if not found guilty). The main 

source of income is the one generating more than half of the person’s regular income. 

 

B 

The suspect or accused will not lose a significant share of his/her regular 

income. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused will not have full access to some of his/her 

sources of income, but will continue to receive more than half of his/her income. 

 

C 
The suspect or accused will not lose any regular income. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused will continue to full and unrestricted access 

to all of his/her sources of income. 

 

D 
Not applicable. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused has no regular income. 
 

 

Q7 

To what extent will the costs of the suspect or accused and his/her household change? 

Before answering this question, please check what are the regular monthly expenses of the 

suspect or accused and his/her household and what additional expenses they will have to cover 

in relation to the proceedings. The suspect’s or accused’s household includes all persons, with 

whom he/she shares accommodation and financial resources (spouse, partner, children, etc.). 

Regular expenses are any financial resources, which the suspect or accused and his/her 

household spend or are supposed to spend each month. This can be house rent, utility bills, loan 

instalments, etc. Additional costs are those, which are either directly related to a procedural 

measure (e.g. bail) or are indirect consequence of the proceedings (e.g. travel expenses for visits, 

remuneration for persons hired to take care of dependants or property, etc.). The additional 

costs can be either one-off or regular expenses. 

 



A 

The costs of the suspect or accused and his/her household will increase 

significantly. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused and his/her household will have to pay 

additional costs, which are more than half of their regular monthly expenses. 

 

B 

The costs of the suspect or accused and his/her household will not increase 

significantly. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused and his/her household will have to pay 

additional costs, which are less than half of their regular monthly expenses. 

 

C 
The costs of the suspect or accused and his/her household will not change. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused and his/her household will not have to pay 

any additional costs. 

 

D 
Not applicable. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused does not have any regular expenses. 
 

 

Q8 

To what extent will the suspect or accused be able to practice his/her organised 

recreation activities? 

Before answering this question, please check in what organised recreation activities the suspect 

or accused participates on a regular basis. Recreation activity is any activity of leisure, which is 

done for enjoyment, amusement or pleasure. A recreation activity is organised when it is 

provided, free of charge or against payment, by a public institution, private organisation or an 

informal entity or group according to certain rules. Organised recreation activities can be 

educational, artistic, cultural, sport, etc. Participation in such activities is regular if the person 

practices them at least once a week. 

 

A 

The suspect or accused will not be able to practice his/her organised 

recreation activities. 

Check this answer if the proceedings will not allow the suspect or accused to personally 

participate in his/her organised recreation activities, irrespective of whether he/she will 

formally remain enrolled in these activities (e.g. by continuing to pay the respective 

fees) or will have them formally discontinued (e.g. by unsubscribing). 

 

B 

The suspect or accused will be able to partially practice his/her organised 

recreation activities. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused will not be able to take part in some of 

his/her organised recreation activities, but this will not significantly affect his/her 

regular participation in them (e.g. if a suspect or accused, who is practicing a team 

sport, can regularly attend workouts but cannot take part in a tournament in another 

city due to house arrest or travel ban). 

 

C 

The suspect or accused will be able to practice his/her organised recreation 

activities as before. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused will be able to continue to take part in all of 

his/her organised recreation activities. 

 

D Not applicable.  



Check this answer if the suspect or accused is not participating in any organised 

recreation activities. 

 

Q9 

To what extent will the suspect or accused be able to regularly perform his/her 

political or social activism? 

Before answering this question, please check what type of regular political or social activism the 

suspect or accused is involved in. Activism means any effort to promote, direct or intervene in 

social, political, economic or environmental change. It can include activities in support of a 

political party, volunteering for religious, civil, medical, educational, environmental and other 

organisations, participation in public campaigns, etc. Activism is regular when actions are carried 

out at least once a month. 

 

A 

The suspect or accused will not be able to regularly perform his/her political 

or social activism. 

Check this answer if the proceedings will not allow the suspect or accused to personally 

participate in any activities related to his/her political or social activism, irrespective of 

whether he/she will formally remain enrolled in such activities (e.g. by preserving 

his/her membership in a political party or a civil society organisation) or will have them 

formally discontinued (e.g. by leaving the party or organisation). 

 

B 

The suspect or accused will be able to partially perform his/her political or 

social activism. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused will be able to take part only in some of the 

activities related to his/her political or social activism (e.g. if a suspect or accused is 

volunteering for a religious organisation but can only take part in activities taking place 

in a certain location due to a travel ban). 

 

C 

The suspect or accused will be able to fully perform his/her political or social 

activism without any restrictions. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused will be able to take part in all activities 

related to his/her political or social activism. 

 

D 
Not applicable. 

Check this answer if the suspect or accused is not involved in any political or social 

activism. 

 

 

Q10 

To what extent is information about the suspect or accused and the proceedings 

against him/her publicly disclosed? 

Before answering this question, please check whether any information about the criminal 

proceedings against the suspect or accused has been publicly disclosed, which can lead to his/her 

identification. The information about the suspect or accused can include his/her name, picture, 

place of residence, occupation, etc. The information about the criminal proceedings can include 

details about the offence, information about past or upcoming procedural actions, etc. The 

information is publicly disclosed if it is made available to an unlimited number of persons through 

the print media (e.g. a newspaper or a magazine), the electronic media (e.g. a radio station or TV 

channel) or the internet (e.g. the website of the police or the court, online news outlet, etc.). The 

consent of the suspect or accused for disclosing the information is irrelevant.  

 



A 

Information about the identity of the suspect or accused has been publicly 

disclosed together with details about the proceedings and/or the offence. 

Check this answer if both information revealing the identity of the suspect or accused 

and information about the proceedings and/or the offence have been publicly 

disclosed. 

 

B 

Information about the identity of the suspect or accused has been publicly 

disclosed without any details about the proceedings and/or the offence. 

Check this answer if only information revealing the identity of the suspect or accused 

has been publicly disclosed without referring to any details about the proceedings and 

the offence. 

 

C 

Information about the proceedings and/or the offence has been publicly 

disclosed without any details about the identity of the suspect or accused. 

Check this answer if only information about the proceedings and/or the offence has 

been publicly disclosed without revealing the identity of the suspect or accused. 

 

D 

No information about the identity of the suspect or accused, the criminal 

proceedings or the offence has been publicly disclosed. 

Check this answer if neither information revealing the identity of the suspect or 

accused nor information about the proceedings and/or the offence has been publicly 

disclosed. 

 

 

Q11 

What is the expected duration of the proceedings? 

Before answering this question, please check, based on your own experience with or knowledge 

of similar cases, what is the expected duration of the proceedings. When answering this question, 

please consider the evidence and other relevant information collected so far. The duration of 

criminal proceedings for the purpose of this question includes the period from the moment, when 

the suspect or accused is informed about the proceedings, until the end of the trial before the 

court of first instance.  

 

A 
The expected duration of the proceedings is more than one year. 

Check this answer if the proceedings will most likely last more than one year. 
 

B 

The expected duration of the proceedings is between six months and one 

year. 

Check this answer if the proceedings will most likely last less than one year but more 

than six months. 

 

C 
The expected duration of the proceedings is between three and six months. 

Check this answer if the proceedings will most likely last less than six months but 

more than one month. 

 

D 
The expected duration of the proceedings is up to three months. 

Check this answer if the proceedings will most likely last less than one month. 
 

 



Calculation 
Questions and answers have different weight corresponding to the relevance of each factor to the 

individual’s social situation. To assess the potential impact of the proceedings on a particular 

person, complete the right column of the table below by inserting, for each question, the score 

corresponding to your answer. For each answer marked with ‘n/a’ leave the respective cell empty. 

In the last row, aggregate the values for allquestion and divide the sum to the number of 

questions answered. Check the legend after the table for an explanation of the result.  

 

Question 
Weight Your 

answer A B C D 

Q1 
To what extent will the suspect or accused be able to live with 

the same person(s), with whom he/she currently lives? 
9 6 3 0 

… 

Q2 

To what extent will the suspect or accused be able to meet the 

person(s), with whom he/she maintains regular face-to-face 

communication? 

6 4 2 0 
… 

Q3 

To what extent will the suspect or accused be able to regularly 

contact the person(s), with whom he/she maintains regular 

remote communication? 

3 2 1 0 
… 

Q4 
To what extent will the suspect or accused be able to take care 

of the person(s), who are dependent on him/her? 
6 4 2 0 

… 

Q5 
To what extent will the suspect or accused be able to practice 

his/her main occupation? 
9 6 3 0 

… 

Q6 
To what extent will the regular income of the suspect or 

accused change? 
6 4 2 0 

… 

Q7 
To what extent will the costs of the suspect or accused and 

his/her household change? 
3 2 1 0 

… 

Q8 
To what extent will the suspect or accused be able to practice 

his/her organised recreation activities? 
3 2 1 0 

… 

Q9 
To what extent will the suspect or accused be able to regularly 

perform his/her political or social activism? 
3 2 1 0 

… 

Q10 
To what extent is information about the suspect or accused and 

the proceedings against him/her publicly disclosed? 
6 4 2 0 

… 

Q11 What is the expected duration of the proceedings? 6 4 2 0 
… 

Total Score (TS) =Q1+Q2+Q3+Q4+Q5+Q6+Q7+Q8+Q9+Q10+Q11 
… 
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… 

 



Interpretation 
Use the figure below to interpret the results and assess the potential impact of the criminal 

proceedings on the social situation of the suspect or accused. 

 

 

High
(IAS = 2.5 - 3.0)

•The criminal proceedings
social life of the
be affected. The
restore his/her

Medium high
(IAS = 2.0 - 2.5)

•The criminal proceedings
life of the defendant
affected. The
difficulties to restore

Medium
(IAS = 1.5 - 2.0)

•The criminal proceedings
social life of the
be affected. There
restore his/her

Medium low
(IAS = 1.0 - 1.5)

•The criminal proceedings
life of the defendant
be affected. The
difficulties to restore

Low
(IAS = 0.5 - 1.0)

•The criminal proceedings
life of the defendant
affected. There
to restore his/her

N/A
(IAS = 0.5 - 1.0)

•The available information
proceedings on
various reasons,

 
Use the figure below to interpret the results and assess the potential impact of the criminal 

proceedings on the social situation of the suspect or accused.  

proceedings will have a very strong negative impact on
the defendant. Many aspects of his/her personal and
The risk of social exclusion is very high. The defendant

his/her social status from before the proceedings.

proceedings will have a strong negative impact on the
defendant. Important aspects of his/her personal and social

risk of social exclusion is high. The defendant
restore his/her social status from before the proceedings

proceedings will have a medium negative impact on
the defendant. Some aspects of his/her personal and
There is a risk of social exclusion. The defendant may

his/her social status from before the proceedings.

proceedings will have a low negative impact on the
defendant. Some minor aspects of his/her personal and
The risk of social exclusion is low. The defendant will
restore his/her social status from before the proceedings

proceedings will not have a negative impact on the
defendant. No aspects of his/her personal and social

There is no risk of social exclusion. The defendant will not
his/her social status from before the proceedings.

information is not sufficient to assess the negative impact
on the personal and social life of the defendant. This

reasons, including the specific social situation of the person

Use the figure below to interpret the results and assess the potential impact of the criminal 

 

on the personal and
social situation will

defendant may not be able to

personal and social
social situation will be

may face serious
proceedings.

on the personal and
social situation will

may face difficulties to

personal and social
social situation will

will not face serious
proceedings.

personal and social
social situation will be

face any difficulties

impact of the criminal
This may be due to

person.


