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Key facts of the
case

In April 2020, a SUV drove overspeed and hit into
another car that had stopped at red light. The
driver of the stopped car was a popular journalist
who died soon after the ambulance came. The
22-year-old driver who caused the incident was
shortly identified as he and two passangers had
escaped the scene. His name and pictures were
soon published in the media together with the
information that he had taken drugs before the
accident. His mother was arrested for allowing
him to drive on drugs but later was released due
to lack of evidence for committing a crime. The
two passangers were also identified, one of them
proving to be the son of a Bulgarian MP. During
the first days of the investigation, the three
refused to cooperate. The driver was left in
custody. The death of a famous journalist
together with the high public danger of the other
driver's behaviour provoked intensive media and
social response. Different details of his private
and family life were published to present him as a
spoiled child of a wealthy family who had
systematically behaved irresponsibly. His social
media pictures were published and he was
labelled “a murderer”, “a drug addict” who
“sabotages the investigation”.[1] His lawyer and
the lawyer of his mother also made statements
which fed media publications about their private
lives.

Applicable law

Initially, the crime was qualified under Art. 343,
para 3 of the Penal Code (un. 343, an. 3, np. 2, 8p.
ant, 6. ,8" Bp. un. 342, an. 1, np. 3 ot HK) [2]
providing that a person who allows for breaching
of traffic rules thus causing death after the use of
drugs or alcohol, or has fled from the scene, shall

be punished by between five and twelve years of
imprisonment. On 22 April 2020, however, the
Prosecution changed the accusation being
already under art. 342, para 3c of the Penal Code
(un. 342, an. 3, 6. ,8", BbB BpPb3Ka Can. 1, np. 3 oT
HK), which already constitutes intentionally
causing death when driving a vehicle and
envisages between 15 and 20 years of
imprisonment.[3]

The case was assigned to the Sofia City Court
where, by law, serious crime proceedings were
heard.

The other two passengers who were in the car
during the accident were also accused that on
April 21, 2020, they had deliberately concealed
the truth regarding the facts and circumstances
with the subject of proof in other criminal
proceedings. They were brought to criminal
responsibility under Art. 290, para. 1, item 2 of
the Penal Code. The two were also given a cash
bail in the amount of BGN 10,000 each, the Sofia
District Prosecutor's Office announced.

The accused man's mother was arrested and
investigated for giving him her company-owned
car with which the accident took place, however
under media reports,[5] the investigation has
been terminated as it was proven that he had
taken the car without his mother's knowledge.
During the proceedings, the Prosecutor ordered
an inspection on the funds with which the car
had been purchased.

[1] https.//www.monitor.bg/bg/a/view/ubiecyt-na-milen-cvetkov-sabotiral-razsledvaneto-212850
[2] Prosecutor’s Office of the Repubilc of Bulgaria (2020) CITI wje noucka Mapka 3a HeOmKAOHeHuUe ,3a0bPXAHEe N0 CMPAXa” 3a npusaeyeH

kamo obeuHsem 8oday Ha MIIC, npedussukan [1T71 ¢1ed ynompeba Ha HAPKOMUYHU 8ELIECMEA U NPUYUHUA CMbPM HA OpYy2 Y4ACMHUK 8

osuxceruemo, 20 April 2020

[3] Nikodimov, Ivo (2020) [1pokypamypama dade Ha cb0 KpucmuaH Hukos08 3a kamacmpopama ¢ MuneH Ligemkos, BNT News, 18 December

2020.

[4] Debati.bg (2020) O68uHeHuUs u 3a cnbmHuUyume Ha KpucmuaH Hukoa08, npedu3sukan cMbpmoHOCHama kamacmpoga ¢ MuneH Ljsemkos,

22 April 2020.

[5] Bulgaria Today (2020) Ceanam obsuHeHuemo cpeuyy Matikama Ha KpucmusiH Hukonos, 3 November 2020.



https://www.monitor.bg/bg/a/view/ubiecyt-na-milen-cvetkov-sabotiral-razsledvaneto-212850
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https://debati.bg/obvinenia-i-za-spatnitsite-na-kristian-nikolov-predizvikal-smartonosnata-katastrofa-s-milen-tsvetkov/
https://www.bgdnes.bg/Article/9181858

Criminal
proceedings

Soon after the car accident on 19 April 2020, an
eyewitness called 112 and an ambulance and
Sofia Directorate of the Interior officials made it to
the crime scene. They found no one in the car
that caused the incident. A 22-year man was
arrested on the same day. On the next day, the
police arrested a 21-year-old man and a 21-year-
old woman who we also in the car during the
accident and who refused to cooperate to the
authorities. The main suspect's mother was also
arrested for 24 hours.

The 22-year-old driver was left in custody for 72
hours and then charged for causing car accident
under the influence of drugs.

By order of the Prosecutor General, the
investigation was taken on a special report by the
Supreme  Prosecutor's  Office  of (Cassation
presumably due to the high public interest.[6]

On 23 April 2020, the Sofia City Court decided to
leave the accused man in custody as there was “a
substantiated assumption for the authorship of the
criminal act, as well as that the accused may commit
a new crime or abscond'[7] He did not initially
appeal [8] the detention until January 2021 when
he filed a request to the Sofia City Court for a
change of the detention measure with house
arrest. The request was rejected.

On 14 January 2021, the accused person filed a
complaint at the Specialised Prosecutor’s Office
against, among all, one of the prosecutors and
against one of the experts for abuse of office and
disclosing information about the case.[9]

The Prosecutor's Office filed the indictment act on

18 December 2020.

In a dispositional hearing held on 21 January, the
defense asked the court to order the prosecutor
to withdraw for two reasons, both related to the
publicity of information during the pre-trial phase:
the defense lawyer cited the complaint he had
filed against the prosecutor on 14 January, as well
as media publications, according to which the
prosecutor was present at a birthday party of the
victim's lawyer.[10] At the hearing, the defendant’s
lawyer was reported to say: "He is not objective in
the work on the case, he does not act within his
powers to collect exculpatory evidence, he has not
taken all measures to reveal the objective truth, he
does not make his decisions based on his inner
conviction" (,He e obekmuseH 8 pabomama no
denomo, He Oellcmea 8 pamkume Ha cgoume
npagomowua  da  cvbupa U OHEBUHUMEeNHU
dokazamesncmaa, He e 83e1 8CUYKU Mepku 30
pAa3KpUBaHe Ha 06eKMuU8HAMA UCMUHG, He 83ema
peweHussma cu Ha OCHO8G HA 8bMpPewHomo cu
y6excdeHue"). [11] The judge rejected the request
with the motives that there is no sufficient
evidence that the prosecutor had been biased.
Within the motives, the judge said: "Media
publications are diverse and the court cannot assess
their authenticity. So the current panel of judges, in
the absence of objective evidence to establish a close
relationship between Prosecutor Kuchiev and lawyer
Menkov, could not state that there is bias, prejudice
or interest on the part of the prosecutor."
(,MeduliHume nybaukayuu ca pPAa3sHOPOOHU U
cb0bm  HAMa Kak 0a  npeuyeHasa  maxHama
docmosepHocm. Taka Ye Hacmosiuusim cboebeH
cbCcmas, npu aunca Ha 0bexmusHU
dokazamesncmaa, Koumo 0a ycmaHossasam 6/u3ku
OMHOWeHUA Ha npokypop Kydues ¢ adsokam
MeHkos, He bu MOo2wa 0a U3A0XU NO3UYUS, 4e e
Haauye HeobekmusHocm, npedybedeHocm  uau
3auHmMepecosaHocm om npokypopad*).[12]

The first hearing was held on 23 February 2021.

[6] Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of Bulgaria (2020) CIT] uje noucka MspKa 30 HEOMKAOHeHUe ,3a0bpXaHe N00 CMPaxa” 3a npusaeyeH
kamo obsuHsaem 8oday Ha MIIC, npedussukasn [1T11 cred ynompeba Ha HAPKOMUYHU 8eLecmad U NPUYUHUA CMbpM HA 0pY2 y4aCMHUK 8

Osuxceruemo, 20 April 2020

[7] Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of Bulgaria (2020) KpucmuaH Huk0/108, 068UHeH 30 MeXKO yMUW/IEHO NpecmbnieHue, OmHeno

Hu80MA HA Xy pHanucma MuneH Ljgemkos, ocmasa 8 apecma, 23 April 2020
[8] Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of Bulgaria (2020) CbobuweHue Ha Copulicka 2padcka npokypamypa 0mHOCHO MARKama 3a

Heomk/oHeHuUe Ha obsuHAemus KpucmuaH Hukonos, 29 May 2020

[9] Lex News (2021) Cb0bm omka3a da omeede npokypop om 0eg0mo 3a cMbpmma Ha MuseH Ligemkos, 21 january 2021.

[10] See for example: llinska, Donka (2020) Adsokam MeHko MeHkog omnpasHyea 55 200uHu ¢ BUI eocmu, Galeria Newspaper, preprinted

in the Glasove.com website, 21 October 2020. Both later denied being close and the prosecutor denied being present at the cited event.
[17] Lex News (2021) Cx0bm omka3sa da omeede npokypop om 0e10mo 3a cMbpmma Ha MuseH Ligemkos, 21 january 2021.

[12] Lex News (2021) Ce0bm omkasa 0a omeede npokypop om 0e10mo 3a cMbpmma Ha MuneH Ljgemkos, 21 january 2021.
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Disclosure of
information

The day after the accident the Sofia Directorate of
the Interior head was interviewed live in one of
the most popular TV channels. [13] The interview
was illustrated with footage of the remains of both
cars at the accident scene while investigated by
police officers. Asked about the personality of the
perpetrator, the police head disclosed the
arrested person’'s age, his city of residence, the
fact that he had reacted positive when tested for
cannabis and amphetamine use (later information
came out for two more substances), the period
for which he had been a licensed driver and the
fact that he had a minor violation of traffic rules
registered in the past. He added that the driver
was arrested and a pre-trial proceeding was
initiated under Art. 343b of the Penal Code for
causing death after the use of alcohol and opiates
which envisaged 3 to 15 years of imprisonment.
He also disclosed data on oral reports of the
investigating officers about the lack of braking
distance. Asked to disclose the identity of the
driver, the police officer refused to do so without
the permission of the Prosecutor’s Office.

On 26 April, the same officer was a guest in
another popular TV channel where he shared
additional information about the accident's
investigation. There, he said that all CCTV cameras
had been seized by the police and used to
reconstruct the period before the incident took
place. At that time, the media were already aware
about the arrests of the two passengers in the car
that caused the incident and their identities were
already publicly announced, including the fact that
the man was a son of a MP. The officer confirmed
that that man had left the accident scene and that
the driver's girlfriend was present in the car at the
moment of the car crash, referring to them by
their two names.

On 26 April, the same officer was a guest in
another popular TV channel where he shared
additional information about the accident's
investigation. There, he said that all CCTV cameras

had been seized by the police and used to
reconstruct the period before the incident took
place. At that time, the media were already aware
about the arrests of the two passengers in the
car that caused the incident and their identities
were already publicly announced, including the
fact that the man was a son of a MP. The officer
confirmed that that man had left the accident
scene and that the driver's girlfriend was present
in the car at the moment of the car crash,
referring to them by their two names.

The Sofia Police director also commented on the
lawyer's words that it was yet not clear who had
driven the car by saying that the police knew who
was driving the car and that the defense was not
“honest and correct” to use statements before
the media to influence publicly the prosecution
as their argument should be held in court. In his
opinion, such claims publicly tried to cast doubt
in the work of the investigative authorities.

Asked about what proved that precisely that man
had driven the car, the Senior Commissioner said:
“There are also testimonies that indicate that he
drove. In addition, a number of expert reports are
currently being appointed, and one of the most
important expert reports - DNA expertise - is about
to be issued with its expert opinion. However, since
the court has now ruled that there is sufficient
evidence that he is the perpetrator of this act and
has decided to keep him in custody permanently and
impose the most severe measure on him, it can be
reasonably assumed that he is the driver who
caused this accident” ("Mima u ceudemencku
NOKG3aHUS, KOUMO noco4ysam, 4e mol e Kapas.
OcgeH mosa 8 MOMEHMa UMG  HO3HAYeHU
MHOXEeCme0 ekcnepmusu, Kamo edHa om Hal-
saxcHUMe ekcnepmusu - /[HK ekcnepmusama -
npedcmou 0a u3fe3e CbC C80EMO  eKCnepmHo
3akt04eHue. Ho  c1ed kamo  KeM  HACMOAWUS
MOMeHM U Cb0a e npeyeHus, Ye uma 0oCmamuv4yHO
daHHU mod da e aemop Ha mosa JesHue U e
npeyeHus 0a 20 0CMasu 30 NOCMOSIHHO 8 apecma
U 0a My HaM0XU Hal-mexKkama MsapKka, Moxe 0a ce
Hanpasu 060CHOBAHO NpednosoxeHue, 4e mod e
wopsopbm,  koUmo e npu4yuHua - mosa
NbMHOMPAHCNOPMHO npouswecmaue.”).[15]
Later, he added: "It is clear to us who is the
perpetrator of this act” (“3a Hac e AcHO Kod e

[13] Nova TV (2020) 3adbpicaH e wopeopbm, npedussuka Hecmokama Kamacmpoga, npu Kosmo 3geuHa MuneH Ligemkos, 20 April 2020.

[14] bTV (2020) Cm. komucap [eopau Xadxues 3a pakmume 0K0/10 COALCLKA, NPU kolimo 3aeuHa MuneH Llsemkos, 26 April 2020.

[15] bTV (2020) Cm. komucap [eopau Xadxues 3a pakmume 0K0M0 CoAbCLKA, NpU KoUmo 3aeuHa MuneH Ligemkos, 26 April 2020.(3:50 to

4:23)


https://nova.bg/news/view/2020/04/20/285587/%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%B4%D1%8A%D1%80%D0%B6%D0%B0%D0%BD-%D0%B5-%D1%88%D0%BE%D1%84%D1%8C%D0%BE%D1%80%D1%8A%D1%82-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B4%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%BB-%D0%B6%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D0%BE%D0%BA%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%82%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%84%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B8-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%8F%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%B3%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%BC%D0%B8%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BD-%D1%86%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B2/
https://www.btv.bg/video/shows/120-minuti/vreme-za-otgovor/st-komisar-georgi-hadzhiev-za-faktite-okolo-sblasaka-pri-kojto-zagina-milen-cvetkov.html
https://www.btv.bg/video/shows/120-minuti/vreme-za-otgovor/st-komisar-georgi-hadzhiev-za-faktite-okolo-sblasaka-pri-kojto-zagina-milen-cvetkov.html

aBTOPbBT Ha TOBa Aeanue.”) [16].

In the same interview the Senior Commissioner
commented on a telephone interview given by the
male passenger in the car in which the passenger
claimed that he had been forced to sign testimony
incriminating the accused driver. In his opinion,
the witness’ statement was an attempt of the
defense to use the media to dishonestly try to
influence the accusation by instilling mistrust in
the law enforcement institutions.

The police officer also commented what would be
the effect of the detected drugs on a driver saying
that after such combination of drugs a driver
could not be adequate behind the wheel.

On 28 and 29 April 2020, the Police published two
identical news items at their website calling for
every pedestrian who had crossed the street of
the accident at the same day and who had
witnessed the crash, to connect to the police.[17]
This invitation was published in many media.

The Prosecutor's Office  published several
statements at the news section of their website.

In one of them, the Prosecutor’s Office informed
about its intention to ask for permanent
detention of a person who was a defendant for
causing death by a car accident after the use of
drugs.[18] In  the  press-statement, the
Prosecutor’s Office referred to the defendant with
his two names, disclosed his car’s brand and gave
some basic details about the crime, most of which
were already aired in media. It informed about the
positive drug test and the previous traffic violation
of the person. Additional information was brought
out related to the ownership of the car by a
commercial company owned by the defendant's
mother - the Prosecutor's Office informed about
assigning to the Economic police to check the
origin of the funds with which the car was bought.

Prosecutor's Office website inform about the
change of the article under which the defendant

was accused with a graver one, namely
intentionally causing death, as the case was
particularly severe due to the use of drugs and
had endangered the life of many other people,
and envisaged heavier punishment. The message
refers to the numerous media requests to be
present at the custody measure hearing asking
them to refer to the Chairperson of the Supreme
Court of Cassation to obtain permission to access
the building where the hearing would be held.

On 23 April, another Prosecution's press
statement on the Office’s website[20] informed
about the court’s decision to leave the defendant
in  custody. The statement's background
information is written in a way that suggests the
defendant's guilt has already been proven. It
literary reads: “The criminal act was committed by
him around 6 pm on April 19, 2020, in the area of
the intersection of Henrik Ibsen Street with Cherni
Vrah Blvd. in the capital. While driving a motor
vehicle - Audi Q7, the 22-year-old man violated the
traffic rules under the Road Traffic Act, driving at a
speed above the permitted limit and did not stop
when approaching the intersection at a red signal of
the traffic lights, due to on which he deliberately
caused the death of Milen Tsvetkov. The case is
particularly serious because the perpetrator drove a
motor vehicle after using various types of drugs -
amphetamine, marijuana, cocaine and
bromazepam. He endangered the lives and health of
many participants in the movement, as the act was
committed in a busy place.” (lpecmvnHomo desHue
buno  U3BLPWEHO OM He2o 0KoMo 18 4. Ha
19.04.2020 2., 8 palloHa HA KPpbCMOBULYEMO HA Y.
JXeHpuk MbceH” ¢ byn. ,YepHu 8pbx” 6 cmoauyama.
pu ynpaeneHue Ha MOMOPHO NPe8o3HO CPedcmeao
- ek asmomobun Audi Q7, 22-200ULUHUSM MBI
Hapywua npasuaama 3a 08uieHue no 3aKOHA 30
d8uxeHUemo nNo NbMUWAmMa, Kamo ce e 08UXU/
CbC CKOPOCM HAO paspeuleHama u He cnpsa npu
npubaUXa8aHe HA KPbCMOBUWEMO Npu YepaeH
cueHan Ha ceemogapHama ypedba, ecredcmaue
HG KOemo yMUW/AEHO e Npu4uHUA CMbpmma Ha
MuneH Ligemkos. Cy4asim e 0cobeHo mexcbK, muli
Kamo deeybm e ynpas/asasasn MoOmopHO NpPeso3Ho

[16] bTV (2020) Cm. komucap [eopau Xadxues 3a pakmume 0k0/10 COALCLKG, NPU kKolmo 3geuHa MuneH Ligemkos, 26 April 2020.(6:50)

[17] Ministry of the Interior (2020) CbobujeHue Ha noauyusma, 29 April 2020.
[18] Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of Bulgaria (2020) (11 we noucka MApKa 30 Heomk/aoHeHue ,3a0bpxcaHe nod cmpaxca” 3a npusaeyeH

kamo obeuHsem 80da4 Ha MIIC, npedussukan [1T71 ¢1ed ynompeba Ha HAPKOMUYHU 8€LIECMEA U NPUYUHUA CMbPM HA OpYy2 Y4ACMHUK 8

Osuxceruemo, 20 April 2020

[19] Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of Bulgaria (2020) [lpokypamypama 066uHu KpucmuaH HUK0/108 30 yMUULICHO NPUYUHASAHE HA

CMbpmma Ha xy/pHaaucma MuneH Ljgemkos, kamo ciy4aam e ocobeHo mexcbk, 22 April 2020.

[20] Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of Bulgaria (2020) KpucmuaH Huko/108, 068UHEH 30 MEXKO YMULW/IEHO NpecmbnieHue, 0mHea0

HUB0MA HA XYy pHanucma MuneH Ljgemkos, ocmasa 8 apecma, 23 April 2020
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The article was accompanied by a number of
personal photos, derived from their social media
profiles - a photo from the suspect's graduation
where he was with his mother, pictures from
family holidays, mother's public appearances with
famous people.

As soon as the name of the arrested person who
presumably drove the car came out to the medig,
more different details about his life came up -
people who were somehow related to him told
stories about him that were not quite relevant to
the case but rather fed his image of a spoiled son
of rich people whose parents’ money and power
allowed him to be arrogant and break rules. For
example, bTV published material with the
headline: “Young, reckless and drugged - the profile
of the young people from the accident with Milen
TsvetkoV' (“Maadu, 6e3pa3cbOHU U Opo2UpPaHU -
npoguabm Ha maadexume om kamacmpopama ¢
Muner [lgemkog”)[26] where the accused was
claimed to have committed several
misdemeanors - drawing offensive graffiti and
stealing from a supermarket for which he was
removed from his school. He joined a more
prestigious school.  His friend, a son of a
Bulgarian MP, was also in the spotlight for his
background and for having been sentenced to
probation for a theft from a gas station. “Most
likely, this boy believed that he would evade justice
and he believed that he would once again outwit the
system. They looked at it all as a TV game - you press
‘undo’ and restart.” (“Hal-seposmHo mosa Mom4e e
8ap8ano, 4ve we usbeeHe npasockoue U Ccu e
8sAp8aNno, Ye 3a nopedeH Nem we Haoxumpu
cucmemama. Te ca 21e0anu HG 8CUYKO MO8A KAMOo
HG MenesusuoHHa u2pa - Hamuckaw ,Undo’ u
pecmapmupaw.”), a psychologist commented in
the TV studio.

The media and the education authorities
continued to investigate how the accused was
moved to a more elite school. The media refuted
the previous information that he had been
expelled from school for a violation and informed
that he had been moved by the request of his
mother and with the permission of a then deputy
Minister of Education.

first hearing, the accused's girlfriend who was
present during the accident was questioned.

Media
coverage

The death of a prominent journalist and
particularly the way that he lost his life - unaware
of being in danger while waiting at red light in his
car - shocked the public and triggered intensive
reactions among the media industry. At first,
media coverage was directed towards the tragedy
of the journalist but as long as arrests were
made, the attention was shifted towards the
personality of the arrested person and those
around him digging behind the reason for the
incident. Details about the alleged driver, his
personal life, and his past, as well as those of his
companions, came out in the media fast
Furthermore, the financial status of the accused
together with the fact that he allowed himself to
drive on drugs ignited public opinion against him.

The name of the suspected person first came out
in the online news agency PIK, known for its
tabloid-type publications, on the day after the
incident. By then, the witnesses and the CCTV
footages have revealed the car registration
number, however, neither the police nor other
sources shared a name associated with it. The
mentioned publication was extensive material
about the suspect's family, their companies and
links with political figures. [25]

[25] PIK (2020) CAMQ B [TVK: Emo 20 ybueya Ha MuseH Llgemkos - KpuCmugH e CuH Ha Macmuma wepka 8b8 8UHNROMa Ha MuHio Cmatikog

(CHUMKM/ObHOBEHA), 20 April 2020.
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As soon as the name of the arrested person who
presumably drove the car came out to the medig,
more different details about his life came up -
people who were somehow related to him told
stories about him that were not quite relevant to
the case but rather fed his image of a spoiled son
of rich people whose parents’ money and power
allowed him to be arrogant and break rules. For
example, bTV published material with the
headline: “Young, reckless and drugged - the profile
of the young people from the accident with Milen
Tsvetkov” (“Maadu, 6e3pa3cbOHU U Opo2UpPaHU -
npogueM Ha MAadexume om kamacmpogama ¢
Muner L[lgemkos”)[26] where the accused was
claimed to have committed several
misdemeanors - drawing offensive graffiti and
stealing from a supermarket for which he was
removed from his school. He joined a more
prestigious school. His friend, a son of a Bulgarian
MP, was also in the spotlight for his background
and for having been sentenced to probation for a
theft from a gas station. “Most likely, this boy
believed that he would evade justice and he
believed that he would once again outwit the
system. They looked at it all as a TV game - you
press ‘undo’ and restart” (“Hali-BeposiTHO ToBa
MOMYe e BAPBaso, Ye Liie n3berHe npasocbave U
CV e BAPBAaNo, Ye 3a NopefeH NbT e HaAXUTPU
cicTemata. Te ca rnefans Ha BCUYKO TOBa KaTo
Ha TeneBM3WOHHA Wrpa - HaTtuckaw ,Undo’ wu
pecTapTupaul.”), a psychologist commented in the
TV studio.

The media and the education authorities
continued to investigate how the accused was
moved to a more elite school.[27] The media
refuted the previous information that he had
been expelled from school for a violation and
informed that he had been moved by the request
of his mother and with the permission of a then
deputy Minister of Education.

Another media interviewed the grandmother of
the accused citing her words that she was of
course blaming him for what happened.[28]

There were accusing headlines even in media
that sustain high ethics standards, such as the
public media. The Bulgarian National Radio
published a news item on its website about filing
the indictment act with the headline “The
prosecutor's  office brought to court Christian
Nikolov, who caused the death of Milen Tsvetkov”
(Mpokypamypama  dade Ha b0 KpucmuaH
Hukonos,  npuduHUA  cMbpmma  Ha  MuseH
L{semkos) [29 publishing his picture looking down
and chained among court guards on his way to
the courtroom. Another article uses the
qualifications “murderer” (ybueuwsT), ,a rich man's
son” (boraTaliko cuH4Ye), ,a left lane vigilante”
(oxwruT). [30] Another media article literary read:
“The 22-year-old left-line vigelante Christian Nikolov,
who killed the popular journalist Milen Tsvetkov on
Easter, after being intoxicated with several types of
drugs, by hitting victim’s "Subaru" at a red traffic
light, without even trying to reduce his speed from
over 100 km/h, according to the calculations of
specialists, demonstrated insolence in  court.
(“Haznocm demoHcmpupa 22-200UtHUAM oxcuaum
KpucmuaH Hukonos, kodmo Haspsx BeaukdeH you
nonynspHUsl JiypHaaucm MuneH [leemkos, cied
Kamo HaopycaH C HAKOAKO 8uda Hapkomuyu
6avcHa om3ad "Cybapy"™-mo Ha xepmeama Ha
yepgeH caemoap, 6e3 dopu 0a onuma 0a Hamanu
ckopocmma cu  om Had 100  Kkm/4, no
us4ucaeHUsmMa Ha cneyuaaucmu.) [31]

[26] bTV (2020) Mnadu, 6e3pa3cb0HuU U 0po2upaHu - npopuabm Ha Maadexcume om kamacmpopama ¢ MuseH Ligemkos, 21 April 2020.
[27] Markaryan, Alexandra (2020) Kak wodsopbm Ha dxcuna, ybun MuseH Ljgemkos,_g/e3e 8 Hal-eaumHomo y4uauLe no coyuanHu

npuyuHu, OffNews, 22 May 2020.

[28] Varna24 (2020) babama Ha KpucmuaH, kodmo ybu ¢ dxuna cu MuseH Lligemkos: BuHs 20, pa3bupa ce,_mosa He mpsbsawie 0a ce cay4u,

18 December 2020.

[29] Bulgarian National Radio (2020) [pokypamypama dade Ha cb0 KpucmuaH Hukoa08, Npu4UHUA CMbpmma Ha MuneH Llgemkos, 18
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Soon after the incident, a number of CCTV
footages from the neighboring commercial
buildings leaked in the social networks showing
the incident and how a number of pedestrians
were very close to being hit by the crashing cars.
[32] The shots were added as evidence to the
investigation, but their publishing magnified
immensely the public's rage against the alleged
perpetrator. Moreover, private on-dash camera
shots were released in social and mainstream
media to show the same car had done previous
road violations. [33]

The two passengers in the car were also in the
focus of many media articles - information from
tabloid websites was republished by mainstream
media citing details of their lives and airing social
media photos.[34] An article about the accused
person’s girlfriend who was in the car during the
accident read: “Simona's photos and profile on
Facebook have become one of the most shared
things on the Internet. Hours ago, the girl's profile
was deleted, but to put it mildly, the scandalous
photos of her, having in mind the drugs found in
Christian's blood, have already become widespread.
Her appearance on the photos - tattoos, piercings,
dilated pupils - became the reason for many to
describe her as a person who knows what drugs are.”
(“CHumkume Ha CuMOHG U npodurem U 8b8
Qelicbyxk cmaHaxa edHo om Had-cnodessHume
Hewa 8 UHMmepHem npocmpaHcmsomo. [lpedu
4yacoge npoYUALM HA MOMUYEMO e u3mpum, HO
MEKO KG3aHO CKAHOGNHU HelHU CHUMKU C 02/1€e0
OmKpumMuMe HaPKoOMuUUU 8 Kpbema Ha KpucmuaH,
geye Ca Pa3NPOCMPAHeHU WUPOKO 8 UHMepHem.
Budvm u Ha ¢omocume - mamycu, NUbPCUH2U,
pPa3WUpeHu 3eHUyu - CmaHaxa nosod MHO3UHA 0a
A 0Ka4Yecmesim Kamo 4Y08eK, Ha Ko2omo dpoz2ama
He My e Heno3Hama.") [35]

The media and the education authorities
continued to investigate how the accused was
moved to a more elite school. The media refuted
the previous information that he had been
expelled from school for a violation and informed
that he had been moved by the request of his
mother and with the permission of a then deputy
Minister of Education.

Another media interviewed the grandmother of
the accused citing her words that she was of
course blaming him for what happened.

At the first court hearing, the girl was the one to
testify first. As court hearings were open, the
media were present in the courtroom and
reported in detail her testimony. Some found
discrepancies with what she had previously said.
[36]

A number of experts in psychology, criminology,
and prominent lawyers, as well as eyewitnesses
and people related to the accused person and his
companions, were interviewed and presented
their points of view on the incident throughout
the different phases of the project. Media interest
seemed to increase, besides immediately after
the incident, when there were court hearings or
developments on the case.

Impact on the
suspect or
accusead
person and on
the general
public

The enormous public reaction following the car
crash affected the life of the suspect and his
family and friends. His mother and the
passengers in the car were also accused. The
financial status of his family and the fact that one
of his companion was a son of a Bulgarian MP
provoked negative public attitude suggesting that
the spoiled children of rich people could do
whatever they want and their parents’ power

[32] Nova TV (2020) LLIOKUPALLM KAAPY: LLlecmuma dywuu npecuyanu KpbCmosuuemo 8 MoMeHma Ha kamacmpopama ¢ MuseH Ligemkos,

21 April 2020.

[33] Nikolaeva, Marieta (2020) /bicunsm, ¢ kolimo e yoapeH MuneH Ligemkos, e cobcmeeHocm Ha ¢upma, 20 April 2020.

[34] Secret.bg (2020) ®elicoyk uspuzHa cpewy youeya Ha MuneH Lisemkos, emo kol e mod. 20 Anpun 2020.
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[36] Milanov, Stefan. (2021) Maadexcume npedu kamacmpopama ¢ MuneH Ligemkos: camo womdye u ktopmema, Club Z, 23 February 2021.
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allowed them to get away with it. That was also
the sense of the readers’ comments on the social
media and in online media’s comment sections.
Comments, such as: “Now, if this son of an oligarch
and a man of power does not go to prison for a very
long time, let's just close the state. Been on drugs,
killed a person - for this in many countries [he gets]
death penalty and in most others life imprisonment.”
Ceca QKO mO3U CUH HG 0/4U2APX U 408eK HA
8/10CMMa He e/1e3e 8 3aMeopa 34 MHO20 0b/20
gpeme, Hanpaso 0a 3ameapsame Jbpiasama.
Hapkomuyu, ybusn 4osek - 30 mosad 8 MHO20
dvpxasu [noay4asa] CMbPMHO HAKA3GHUE U 8
noseyemo opyau doxugomeH 3ameop.) [37]

The entire family deleted their Facebook profiles
right after the alleged driver's name got public. His
mother and his sister's photos and screenshots
from their publications were nonetheless
published in media with the headline: “Uncovered
themselves: Milen Tsvetkov's killer and his mother hid
from Facebook after the PIC revealed that Christian
was the drugged driver from the hellish mess
(photos)”  (“V30adoxa ce: Ybueybm Ha MuneH
L{semkos u malika My ce ckpuxa om ¢elcoyk cned
paskpumuemo  Ha MK, yve KpucmuaH e
dpoeupaHusm  wogpeop om  adckomo  mene
(CHUMKWN)"). [38]

An article went as far as being dedicated to the
accused person's house with neighbours
complaining from the loud noise coming from the
parties that took part there and from a chicken
coop that the family had. The chicken coop was
reported to be removed after the noise around
the car accident. [39]

In October 2020, 168 Chasa publishes and article
with the headline ,Milen Tsvtkov's killer was a drug
specialist, discussing with friends their effects on the
brain and body” ("“Yéueyvm Ha MuneH Ljsmkos 6un
cney no Opozume, obcvxOan € npuamenu
epekmume 8bpxy MO3bka U msasomo") [40]

In another article, dated 18 January 2021, the

same media published an apology requested by
the affected person. [41] In the apology, the
media explained that they have received a notary
invitation in which the accused person asked the
media to apologise for four untrue statements, as
well as to settle the parameters of potential
compensation. In the invitation, the media
reported, the defendant claimed he had felt
“collapsed” and “devastated” and “his mental
health suddenly worsened” after reading the
cited publication. In the apology, the media
refuted one of the statements that it admitted
was untrue and presented its point of view on the
incident coverage. One of its statements is
particularly relevant to the scope of this project,
so it will be cited in its entirety: ,We do not have
access to the case materials because we are not
parties. We rely on the legal information.” (“Hue
Hamame docmvn 00 Mamepuanume no 0ea0mo,
mul Kamo He cme cmpaHa. Pasqyumame Ha ycmHa
UHpopmayua.”) [42] It raises questions about to
which extent the journalist's work should include
checking of information and which part of it
should journalists publish if it is not confirmed by
official sources.

The car crash provoked public debate on the
relevance of the punishments against those who
drove on drugs. A petition was organized
requiring @ maximum term of punishment for
“the drugged driver who killed Milen Tsvetkov”, as
well as for higher sanction for those who drove
under intoxication. [43] The petition was signed
by over 25,000 people. The ruling parties GERB
and VMRO, the Prosecutor's office, the Bulgarian
Association of Accident Victims, and experts
proposed amendments to the Penal Code in that
sense. The Prosecutor's Office proposed
punishment of 15 to 20 years of imprisonment or
a life sentence and confiscation of the vehicle for
people who drove overspeed under the influence
of alcohol or drugs and thus caused the death of
a person.[44] As of February 2021, such
amendments have not been votes.
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