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ASSESSING THE RISK OF ISOLATION OF SUSPECTS AND ACCUSED:

THE ROLE OF THE MEDIA

OVERVIEW:
The ARISA-2 project
The ARISA-2 project (Assessing the Risk of Isolation of
Suspects and Accused: The Role of the Media) is aiming
to enhance the presumption of innocence in criminal
proceedings and minimise, as much as possible, the
negative impact of investigations on the lives of
suspects and accused.

Ethical standards for media
professionals
Communication guidelines for
criminal justice authorities
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Ethical Standards
for media professionals
Media coverage of crimerelated topics, especially
when they regard heinous
crimes, is often a tricky
issue. On the one hand,
there is the curiosity of the
public, which is often
triggered by the media that
provides in-depth details of
the facts, as if to present a
horror fiction. On the other
hand, there are the rights
of the victims, but also of
the suspects and the
accused people. There is –
and must be – a boundary
between freedom of the
press and these rights, the
most important of which is
the presumption of
innocence.
The ARISA project team
has identified the need of
unified code of ethics with
international scope that
would serve as guiding
principles to the media
when reporting
information about criminal
cases. Building on the
previous findings of report
and case studies
examination devoted on
the presumption of
innocence and media
coverage of criminal cases,

Ethical Standards were
developed. The main
objective is to help media
professionals report on
criminal cases while
respecting the
presumption of innocence
and observing the privacy
of suspects and accused,
their families, other
relatives and the
community.
The standards consist of a
set of general rules on how
to define what information
is appropriate to publish,
how to describe the
suspect or accused without
disclosing their identity,
when and how it is
admissible to disseminate
pictures or videos without
violating the privacy of the
suspects and accused.

Recommendations on
managing information
posted online are provided
too.
Aiming to reach broader
audience and to be of use to
media professionals EU- and
worldwide, the Ethical
Standards are available in
five different languages:
English
Bulgarian
Italian
Greek
Spanish

Communication Guidelines
for criminal justice authorities
The main objective of the
present guidelines is to
assist judges, prosecutors,
police officers and press
offices to properly
communicate information
about ongoing criminal
cases to the media or
online on their websites,
and thus to prevent
violations of the
presumption of innocence.
The Communication
guidelines include a brief
introductory section
explaining the impact of
media exposure on
the private and social life of
suspects and accused. A
set of recommendations is
offered on how to present
the information to the
public while safeguarding
the rights of suspects and
accused. It provides
guidance for assessing
what personally
identifiable information is
and how to present
personal information
without unneccessary
disclosure of the suspect or
accused person’s
identity.

Moreover, the guidelines
include recommendations
on how to determine
situations when disclosure
of identity is justified and
suggest an appropriate
manner for delivery of such
information. Another issue
addressed is the media
attendance in the judicial
proceedings - when media
crews are allowed to be
present in courtrooms and
how to safeguard the
privacy of the suspect or
accused in such cases.
In addition to that, the
guidelines include
recommendations for legal
practitioners and
national authorities on how
to manage the information
online. Particularly about
uploading content (including
pictures and videos), making
reference to a source,
moderating comments,
updating information.
Communication guidelines,
as other ARISA publications,
are accessible in five
languages.

COMING SOON
Practical Guidebook for implementation of communication
guidelines and ethical standards.
An interactive and multi-lingual publication with online learning features.

