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ASSESSING THE RISK OF ISOLATION OF SUSPECTS AND ACCUSED:

THE ROLE OF THE MEDIA

OVERVIEW:
The ARISA-2 project
The ARISA-2 project (Assessing the Risk of Isolation of
Suspects and Accused: The Role of the Media) is aiming
to enhance the presumption of innocence in criminal
proceedings and minimise, as much as possible, the
negative impact of investigations on the lives of
suspects and accused.

Disclosing information on
criminal cases: Guidebook for
criminal justice and media
professionals
National dissemination events
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Disclosing information
on criminal cases
Guidebook for criminal justice and
media professionals
The latest publication
under the ARISA project is
a Guidebook that presents
a set of standards for
disclosure and publication
of crime-related
information. It contains a
cutting-edge compendium
of recommendations based
on the existing body of
literature, national and
international legislation,
legal principles, case law
and good practices. It also
reflects the findings of the
research conducted under
the ARISA 2 project, which
shed light on the relevant
national legislation in four
Member States; identified
common malpractices
through analysis of case
studies, and made a stateof-art review on the
applicable ethical and legal
norms. The Guidebook
provides guidance on
issues that are not
sufficiently covered by the
EU and national criminal
justice, media, and data
protection rules and codes
of ethics.

The structure follows the
usual stages of a criminal
process. The standards are
categorised by the two
main types of stakeholders:
authorities and media.
Both of them have the
responsibility to inform
society about the criminal
justice developments. The
authorities are the
source of official
information and the main
actor responsible
for safeguarding the rights
of suspects and accused
persons. The media are
responsible for
exercising the freedom of
speech and the right to
information.

Aiming to become a practical
tool used by criminal justice
and media professionals at
the EU and worldwide, the
Guidebook is available in
five different languages:
English
Bulgarian
Italian
Greek
Spanish

Finally, the interactive
online Guidebook was
developed for more userfriendly experience. It is
accessible on the website.

National events
The main issues examined within the ARISA-2 project as well as the
project outputs were presented at four national conferences in
Bulgaria, Greece, Italy and Spain.

Sofia, Bulgaria
On 24 March, leading national experts from the media and
criminal justice system gathered together to discuss the issues
of disclosure of information about ongoing criminal cases and
the effects of the disproportionate publicity in media on the
defendants' rights. Safeguarding the presumption of innocence
was the major topic of the event. Representatives of the hosting
organisation, the Center for the Study of Democracy, and legal
practitioners presented the main challenges in the field and the
tools developed under the project. Watch it here.

Athens, Greece
The national event in Greece took place in on 31 March,
as an online conference organised by the Centre for
European Constitutional Law. A total of 101 participants
with various background - judges, lawyers, prosecutors,
journalists and students discussed the media coverage of
criminal cases and the effects on the rights of suspects and
accused.

Rome, Italy
On 28 April, 30 representatives of the judiciary, legal
practitioners and journalists attended a national conference
in Italy hosted by the Associazione Antigone. The attendees
got acquainted with the main findings of the project and the
developed principles and standards for publishing
information about criminal cases with respect to the
fundamental rights of suspects and accused.

Elche, Spain
A national conference on Assessing the Risk of Isolation of Suspects and
Accused: The Impact of the Media took place at the Miguel Hernández
University in Elche, Spain. On 29 April, jurists, lawyers, journalists,
judges and prosecutors, and social media professionals attended the
event and discussed the risk on the presumption of innocence in highly
publicised cases and appropriate means to mitigate it.

