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Dear colleague,
Despite UNICEF's efforts to support governments and civil society
organisations in diverting children from formal criminal proceedings and
advancing alternatives to detention, many children still receive criminal
convictions. This highlights the need for justice professionals to receive
specialised training to identify children's needs and understand the
different vulnerabilities they face when encountering the justice system.

However, in reality, the implementation of probation for juvenile offenders
does not differ significantly from that for adults and often lacks specific
programs, measures, or mechanisms tailored to the particularities of
juvenile cases. Therefore, the EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child
commits the European Commission to train justice professionals and urges
Member States to support relevant bodies in incorporating children's
rights.

https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/rights-child/eu-strategy-rights-child-and-european-child-guarantee_en


Identify training needs for working with convicted children in prison and
probation services; 

Promote experience sharing and exchange of promising practices in
respecting children's rights when implementing sanctions against
children;

Create a state-of-the-art online training course for correctional services
on child-friendly penal sanction execution.

ARISA CHILD is the latest project of the ARISA initiative aimed at promoting
the rights of suspects, accused and convicted persons in the European Union.
 
ARISA CHILD's objective is to enhance the skills and knowledge of correctional
services personnel in working with convicted children while ensuring that
their rights are respected and their unique needs are addressed. This will be
achieved by providing prisons and probation services with cutting-edge
training and capacity-building activities that are tailored to their specific
necessities. 

To achieve this goal, ARISA CHILD will:

The UN concludes that incarceration, including pre-trial
detention, is still used frequently including for young

people having committed very minor crimes.
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Online training course for prison and probation staff;

E-learning management system, offering a discussion forum, video
conference, survey, and exercises; 

Experience exchange visits to encourage mutual learning;

A report and Policy brief addressing national and EU policy-makers on
the training needs of correctional staff working with juveniles;

A Compendium of best practices from across the EU.

At this outset, ARISA CHILD aims to increase the capacity of prison and
probation staff working with children, as well as to ensure support for
children offenders' rehabilitation and reintegration into family, community,
and society following sentencing.

The main outcomes of ARISA CHILD will be:

ARISA CHILD was officially kicked off on 7 November 2022 in Sofia,
Bulgaria in which representatives of the partner organisations gathered
together to mark the official start of the initiative and to discuss its future
developments.

What to expect from us
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